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Steve HootmanñModern Day Plant Hunter 

Hunting the Elusive Big Foot of  
China; From Chongqing to Guizhou 

and Guangxi 
 

 If  you attend only one meeting this 
year let it be this one! The Eureka Chapter 
will meet Thursday March 22nd at 7:00 
p.m. at the Womanõs Club 1531 J Street in 
Eureka. This is the meeting we have been ea-
gerly anticipating as Steve Hootman of  the 
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden 
brings us news of  his latest collecting trips to 
Asia.  He will be reporting on his 2010 plant 
hunting foray into barely accessible regions 
of  Southern China, to the mountains on the 
Vietnamese border, searching for, and find-
ing, several elusive rhododendron species 
which have not been seen by westerners for 
decades, if  at all.  This expedition was under-
taken together with the eminent Peter Cox, 
of  Glendoick, Scotland, Kelly Dodson and 
Sue Milliken of  Far Reaches Farm Nursery in 
Washington, and Dr. Keith White, RSBG 
Board Member (who visited us in March 
2011).  
 Steve will tell us of  their adventures 

exploring incredible, yet dauntingly difficult terrain, some of  the climbing on this trip was 
straight up thousand foot cliffs!  Steveõs beautiful photographs  (Continued Page 2) 

Rhododendron óAleksandrô a Vireya outside 

on Walshôs back porch 



This is the root of all weevils!  

 

 
Borrowed from Sandra Jensen, March Macrophyllum, Siuslaw Chapter ARS 

Hootman, Continued from page 1, 

will show us these last wild habitats of  rhododendrons. His broad knowledge of  the 
genus which he so generously shares with Eureka Chapter members, comprise a trove of  in-
formation which is not commonly available.   

This will be a glimpse of  what we have to look forward to growing in our own gar-
dens!  These are seed collecting trips as well as botanical surveys, and it wonõt be long before 
the fruits of  his efforts will be offered as young plants on the Rhododendron Species Bo-
tanical Garden plant distribution list. 
  Steve Hootman is the Executive Director and Curator of  the Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden, in Federal Way, Washington. Over the past 26 years Steve has become a 
foremost international authority on Rhododendron taxonomy and distribution. He was 
awarded the American Rhododendron Societyõs highest honor, the Gold Medal, in 2007 for 
his internationally significant scope of  work with the genus Rhododendron.   

The RSBG maintains the largest collection of  species rhododendrons in the United 
States and is committed to disseminating information about them, as well as plants and 
seeds, to further understanding of  this large, complex and fascinating genus.   

The Eureka Chapter is a member of  the RSBG which entitles chapter members to 
visit the garden in Federal Way and order from their extensive catalogue. Many of  the plants 
in the Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden at Humboldt Botanical Garden began their 
lives as seeds collected or cutting from plants sourced on one of Steveõs expeditions, includ-
ing maddenii Rhododendrons, Agapetes and Gautheria. HBG has the perfect growing envi-
ronment for these tender species. 

Thanks to Eureka Chapter members Bruce Palmer and Max Abrahamsen labels are being 
made and plants are beginning to be identified at Humboldt Botanical Gardens. Bruce and 
Max were instrumental in writing grant applications for labeling, signage and visitor maps. 

The Endowment 
Fund of  the American 
Rhododendron Soci-
ety was one of  several 
grants awarded for 
this project. Come see 
the labels and all the 
blooming rhodos and 
flowering trees. 


