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The next meeting PreMeeting No Host Dinner 5
Thursday March 22, 7:00 pJn. Kyoto, 320 F Street Eurekq,
Womanos Cl u bBall Nelda, 7074438049

1531 J Street Meal will be served ftyidyto aps \ - .
Eureka, California to all fixed price $20 per pecom 4 —
Reservations required. RhododendrodA | ek sandr 6 a Vi r
on Walhaskipdrch
March 2012 Steve Hootmarii Modern Day Plant Hunter

e

4 Hunting the Elusive Big Foot of
% China; From Chongging to Guizhou
and Guangxi

If you attend only one meeting this
year let it be this one! The Eureka Chapter
will meet Thursday March 22d at 7:00
p. m. at the Womanigls C
Eureka. This is the meeting we have be¢n ea-
gerly anticipating &eve Hootman of the
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden
brings us news of his latest collecting trips to
Asia. He will be reporting on his 2010 plant
hunting foray into barely accessible regions
of Southern China, to the mountains or] the
1 Vietnamese border, searching for, and |find-
ing, several elusive rhododendron species
which have not been seen by westerners for
““ldecades, if at all. This expedition was under-
: taken together with the eminent Peter (Cox,
e soearone meonnsars. | Of - Glendoick, Scotland, Kelly Dodson and
i Sue Milliken of Far Reaches Farm Nursgry in

All Photographs by Steve Hootman unless otherwise noted.

1. Dayao Shan, Guangxi, China.

2 pltodun dleeck kemenco. | Washington, and Dr. Keith White, RSBG
Board Member (who visited us in March
2012 Yearbook 57
2011).

Steve will tell us of their adventiyires
exploring incrediblgiet dauntingly difficult terraispme of the climbing on this trip Was
straight up thousand foot cliffSIt e ve 0 s b e a u tContfhued Pagp2n ot ogr ap h

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission istigisanted to ref
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given. Page 57 from the RSF Yearbook used with



Hootman, Continued from page 1,

will show us these last wild habitats of rhododendrons. His broad knowledge| of the
genus which he so generously shares with Eureka Chapter members, comprise a frove of
formation which is not commonly available.

This will be a glimpse of what we have to look forward to growing in our own|gar-
dens! These are seed collecting trips a
the fruits of his efforts will be offered as young plants on the Rhododendron Speciges Bo-
tanical Garden plant distribution list.

Steve Hootman is the Executive Director and Curator of the Rhododendron $Species
Botanical Garden, in Federal Way, Washington. Over the past 26 years Steve has pecome
foremost international authority on Rhododendron taxonomy and distribution. He was
awarded the American Rhododendron Soc¢i et
his internationally significant scope of work with the genus Rhododendron.

The RSBG maintains the largest collection of species rhododendrons in the United
States and is committed to disseminating information about them, as well as plant$ and
seeds, to further understanding of this large, complex and fascinating genus.

The Eureka Chapter is a member of the RSBG which entitles chapter membiers to
visit the garden in Federal Way and order from their extensive catalogue. Many of fthe plar
in the Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden at Humboldt Botanical Garden began th
|l ives as seeds collected or cutting firon
ing maddenii Rhododendrons, Agapetes and Gautheria. HBG has the perfect growing en\
ronment for these tender species.

Thanks to Eureka Chapter memiigmsce PalmerandMax Abrahamsenlabels are beirJg
made and plants are beginning to be identified at Humboldt Botanical Gardens. Bruce anc
Max were instrumental in writing grant applications for labeling, signage and visitof maps.
The Endowment
Fund of the American
Rhododendron Soci;
ety was one of several
grants awarded for
this project. Come sg¢e
the labels and all the
blooming rhodos and
flowering trees.




