
American Rhododendron Society  

Eureka Chapter 
Pre-Meeting No Host Dinner 5:15 
Sea Grill  316 E Street, Eureka 
 Call Nelda, 707-443-8049 

For a reservation so there will be enough 
seating in the Banquet room 

The next meeting 
Thursday March 27 , 7:00 p.m. 

Womanõs  Club 
1531 J Street 

Eureka, California 

March 2011 Mendocino Coast Botanical Garden Tour in Pictures 

 The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
will meet Thursday March 27th at the Eureka Womanõs Club 1531 J 
Street in Eureka. The guest speaker will be Dennis McKiver from Noyo 
Chapter in Fort Bragg. 
 Dennis McKiver has been a member of the Noyo Chapter American 
Rhododendron Society since 2001.  He grew up with a family of gardeners 
on a small family farm.  His father raised and sold peaches, plums, raspber-
ries, boysenberries, and gladiola bulbs.  His father showed his prize-winning 
gladiolas at local flower shows.  His grandmother also raised prize-winning 
Hydrangeas, so he had some good teachers on how to grow prize winning 
flowers from a young age.  As a child he raised and sold vegetables to earn 
money and enjoyed the challenge or growing giant pumpkins, tomatoes and 
banana squash. 
 When he and his wife Valerie bought their house in Fort Bragg in 
2001, it had a number of large rhododendrons growing on the prop-
erty.  They love the area wildlife, so they didnõt want to fence them off their 
property.  They loved the beauty of the rhododendrons and with the added 

benefit that the deer didnõt want to eat them, and because they came in a wide variety of sizes and forms, they 
chose to make rhododendrons their primary landscape plantings.  In addition, the Forest Lane neighborhood 
they lived in was a noted rhododendron area, with many wild rhododendrons growing along the road, and being 
the home of the late Dr. Len Charvet, a noted local rhododendron hybridizer and presently the home of many 
other Rhododendron Society members.  After joining the Noyo Chapter, in addition to reading every rhododen-
dron book he could get his hands on, he learned from many local rhododendron growers and hybridizers like 
Ken Jones, Phil Johnson, Bob Boddy, Len Charvet, Jim Celeri, Eleanor and Bruce Philp, Bill and Loraine Fee, 
Polo de Lorenzo, Kathy Love  and Peter Schick to name a few.  Peter Schick got him interested in rhododendron 
species and Dennis is currently a member of the Species Foundation and his rhododendron garden contains 
many species.  Presently Dennis has over 1,000 varieties of rhododendron hybrids and species growing on his 
property. 
 Dennis and Valerie became members and volunteers at the local Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 
because of the large variety and number of rhododendrons growing on the property, over 1000, many of which 
are over 50 years old.  Dennis used the named varieties at the Botanical Gardens to identify the unnamed rhodo-
dendrons growing on his property.  He has since helped the Botanical Gardens identify numerous unnamed rho-
dodendrons growing on the property.  Dennis and Valerie regularly volunteer at Botanical Gardenõs fund raising 
and other charitable events.  Each spring Dennis leads weekly tours of the gardens with an emphasis on how to 
plant and raise rhododendrons and which ones will do the best in different climatic zones.  During this monthõs 
program Dennis will lead us on a photo tour of the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens Rhododendron Collec-
tion. Photo submitted By Dennis McKiver 

Feed me, Seymour!~ 



WORD OF THE MONTH; TRUSS  
By Bruce Palmer 

The Rhododendron blooming season is upon us, so this monthõs word is TRUSS.   I 
used that word a few years ago, but it bears repeating, given that our flower show is next 
month and many of our newer members donõt know thatõs what we call most of our 
rhodie flower groupings.  Besides, we should all be thinking about what trusses we will 
bring to the show.    The word is from the Old French trousser, to pack into a bundle. In 
botany it does not mean something that holds up a bridge or a hernia or is related to the 
Thanksgiving turkey when itõs ready for the oven, nor is it related to trousers, which 
comes from the same root.  Botanists use a variety of  terms to describe how flowers are 
held in groups, including spikes (as in foxglove), umbels (as in fennel and dill), panicles 
(as in Delphinium), catkins (as in willow), and heads (as in sunflowers).  If  a plant bears 
its flowers in a truss, there is a group of  fairly large flowers whose buds are packed in a 
bundle at the end of  a branch, referred to as a terminal inflorescence rather than a truss 
in the current RHS Rhododendron Handbook.   The truss is classed technically as a ra-
ceme (Latin for a bunch of grapes). An open truss doesnõt look like a bunch of grapes, 
but when you deadhead the spent stem, the rhachis (Greek for spine), looks like what is 
left over after you ate the grapes.  Despite the resemblance, grapes donõt bear their flow-
ers in racemes.  Grape inflorescences are called cymes.   
 
Not all members of  the genus Rhododendron bear their flowers in trusses, but almost all 
of  the rhodies we have in our yards are in the subgenus Hymenanthes (Greek: hymen, a 
membrane and anthos, a flower), all of  whose members bear trusses.  Because of  that, 
most of the rhodies in our annual flower show are in trusses.  Weõve gotten away from 
calling our show a truss show, possibly for public relations reasons.   Flower show is 
probably better given that the viewing public isnõt familiar with the term in its botanical 
context and not all of  the displays are trusses.   With or without trusses, the season is 
here when we can go out every day to enjoy the many members of  the genus Rhododen-

dron showing off  in our gardens. 
With or without member participa-
tion the show will go on at the end 
of  April, but we have been blessed 
in the past with very high percent-
ages of  member entries and help.  
Please remember to save the dates 
of  April 25, 26 and 27 for the big 
event.  Bring flowers and plan to 
help.  We always have a great time.   
 
Photo provided by Bruce is a ôballõ truss 
of  Rhododendron nivium 



Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this 
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.

Where is Max? Max Abrahamsen, our 

wandering-on-leave-of-absence-
membership-chief  is roaming the country 
in a newly acquired RV. Here he is in sunny 
Florida visiting one of  many botanical gar-
dens on his route of  discovery.  
 
We hope that on his return he will give a 
travel log program of  the best botanical 
gardens he has seen and maybe some 
pointers on attracting new members to bo-
tanical gardens and the American Rhodo-
dendron Society. Happy Trails, Max. 

Plant of  the Month: Rhododen-
dron ôKimberlyõ  

By Don Wallace 

One of  my very favorite rhododen-
drons is R. ôKimberlyõ. Hybridized by 
Harold Greer of  Greer Gardens in 
Eugene, Oregon. The parentage is R. 
williamsianum x R. fortunei.  This 
òmouse x elephantó cross has the 
round leaves of  R. williamsianum and 
the purple leaf  petioles of  R. fortunei. 
The flowers take after R. william-
sianum more, as they are lax bell-like 
in appearance. The plant has other 
redeeming qualities. It grows into a 

very attractive mound approximately 2 ft. tall x 4 ft. wide in 10 years with roundish leaves that 
contrast with other rhododendrons or other plants nearby.  The flower buds are a dark pur-
plish color, matching the leaf petioles and are pleasing to the eye. R. ôKimberlyõ grows slowly, 
but will never outgrow its space either. Due to the R. fortunei in its bloodlines, there is a slight 
fragrance to the flowers, which is another plus. When in bloom, the foliage completely disap-
pears giving the appearance of  a large bouquet. Lovely! 

So many memories 
flood my mind  

cherry blossoms  
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