
American Rhododendron Society  

Eureka Chapter 
6:00 P.M. Potluck Luau 

Bring your favorite Luau Food 
to share; Main Dish, Veg, 
Salad, Poi, Dessert, Wine, beer. 
The Chapter will provide plates, 
utensils coffee, tea and juice. 

The next meeting 
Thursday September  18, 6:00 

p.m. 
Womanõs  Club 

1531 J Street 
Eureka, California 

September 2014 

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this 
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.

Bruce Palmer, Plants of Hawaiõi, Luau, Hawaiõian Shirts 

The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society 
will have its season opener meeting on Thursday September 
18, 2014. This is a date Change!  The meeting will be held at 
the Eureka Womanõs Club 1531 J Street  in Eureka beginning 
at 6:00 for the potluck , the meeting  and program will begin 
at 7:00.  Past President Bruce Palmer will  tell us the fascinat-
ing history of  the native  plants (see WORD on page 3) 
of  Hawaii. We will enjoy a potluck meal of  your own luau 
contributions (to rival the Hawaii Chapter, I am sure), and 

Best Hawaiian shirt contest. Members who bring a guest will get a free plant. New 
folks who join will get a free plant, too. Be sure to let us know if  you are bringing a 
guest so we have enough free plants!  There will be prizes for the BEST Hawaiõian 
Shirts, girls and boys! 
 
 Past President Bruce Palmer is Professor Emeritus of  the Community College system of  the 
University of Hawaiõi. He taught introductory biology at Maui Community College from 1968 to 1993. He 
was also Dean of Instruction at the college for 6 years. Prior to moving to Hawaiõi he taught math and science 
at Ferndale High School in Humboldt County California. Bruce and his wife Nelda have been members of  the 
Eureka Chapter since 1994. 
Bruce will tell us how the Hawaiian Islands became the repository of  so many unique pre-canoe plants and ani-
mals. Bruce has written the Word column for this newsletter since 2004 and for the ARS Journal almost as 
long. He and sidekick Max Abrahamsen have written successful grant applications for Humboldt Botanical 
Garden to get the signage and garden map hand-outs.  

Tropical Rhododendron  

Vireya óSimbu Sunset ó 
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President Jerry Reynolds' Message 
Welcome to a new Eureka Chapter rhododendron year! 
 
I hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable summer in between the deadheading and weed-
ing and that you are ready for some interesting and exciting meetings. 
Program Chair Don Wallace has lined up some excellent speakers for the 2014-15 year. We 
will begin Sept. 18 with a look at the òIndigenous Plants of Hawaiõió by our esteemed Past 
President Bruce Palmer. That meeting will feature a luau-themed potluck and a Hawaiian 
Shirt Contest. 
 
Other speakers scheduled during the year include Parker Smith, Dr. Paul Anderson, Harold 
Greer, Mike Stewart and Tim Walsh. You wonõt want to miss a single one of these programs, 
so get them on your calendar or in your Smartphone now. 
Our September meeting was moved forward a week because of  the Western Regional Con-
ference in Everett, Washington, on Sept. 26-28. A number of  our members are going north 
for that weekend. If youõve never been to a conference, why not join us? Youõll learn a lot, 
meet some great rhododendron people, and enjoy a weekend getaway. 
 
And speaking of  traveling, I must apologize now for my absence from three of  our meetings 
this year. I will miss the September meeting because of  medical appointments in San Fran-
cisco and the October meeting because of  a long-planned trip to Spain and France. Iõll also 
be gone in April 2015 for a river cruise along the Rhine and Moselle rivers. Youõll be in the 
capable hands of  Vice President Pat Chaney for those meetings. 
 
We welcome some new members this month. Jonita McClay, Mike and Cheryl Kaska and Joe 
Bonino all of  Eureka, Molly Smith of  Bayside, Annalee Veach of  Arcata and Tom and Beth 
Reed of  McKinleyville joined the ARS at the end of  May. Susan Willan of  Eureka added her 
name in June. The Chapter continues to grow and has become one of  the largest in the ARS. 
So encourage your friends and neighbors to come out for our meetings and to add their 
names to our growing roster.  And remember, fall is the best time to plant Rhododendrons! 

Plant of  the Month: Rhododendron ôPersuasionõ 
By Don Wallace 

New from Don Wallace, and to appear in the Fall 
American Rhododendron Society Journal, it is a hybrid 
of  Rhododendron ôRoyal Purpleõ x Rhododendron 
ôLemõs Cameo. This is a vigorous grower that will be 6 
ft x 6 ft in 10 years, and can take sun or shade. The foli-
age is a medium to dark green with the new growth 
being bronze. The flowers are white with a cranberry-
lavender picotee edge, and also has red spotting in the 
throat. The trusses are very round and full. This plant 
buds heavily as a youngster, making it a good com-
mercial plant.  



WORD OF THE MONTH: ENDEMIC  
By, Bruce Palmer 

 This monthõs word is five words.  They constitute your homework in preparation for the talk about 
Hawaiõian habitats and plants on September 18 (a week early because the ARS Western Regional Conference 
is the following week). 
 The first word is ENDEMIC  (Greek, endemia, a dwelling in).  In botany it means that a plant species 
lives naturally only in a very restricted area and was not introduced by humans.  We donõt have many exam-
ples in this area.  Lilium occidentale, sometimes called the Eureka Lily, growing along Highway 101 from 
Northern Humboldt County to Southern Oregon, might be considered endemic.  In Hawaiõi, endemic plants 
were widespread before European contact after 1778.  Hawaiõi in fact was a much more impressive labora-
tory for evolutionary experimentation than Darwinõs famous Galpagos Islands. 
 A closely related word is INDIGENOUS  (Latin, in + gignere, to be born).  Indigenous means that a 
plant species is found in a few places but is not widespread and was not introduced by humans.  Our rhodo-
dendron, Rhododendron macrophyllum, would be considered indigenous, as would the coast redwood, Sequoia 
sempervirens.  Hawaiõi has a few indigenous plants, mainly along the seashore. 
 The third word is NATIVE  (Latin, nativus, born).  This is a word that causes problems for biolo-
gists.  It covers both endemic and indigenous and we use it regularly, especially if we belong to the Native 
Plant Society.  In biology, though, it refers to individual plants, not species, that have established themselves, 
usually without human intervention.  It does not necessarily indicate anything about where they grew origi-
nally, even though we use it to indicate origin.   
 The next word is EXOTIC (Greek, exotikos, outside).  The term means that a plant came from 
somewhere else, typically having been introduced by humans.  Himalayan blackberries, English Ivy and Su-
dan grass are all local examples.  They illustrate what happens all too often when exotic plants are introduced 
into a new habitat.  Hawaiõi is rife with examples of plants (such as Himalayan blackberries) and animals 
(such as mongooses) that have been introduced by well-meaning people and have caused serious environ-
mental problems.   
 The final word is UBIQUITOUS  (Latin, ubique, everywhere).  The Latin derivation says it all.  If a 

plant is ubiquitous it is found all over the place, 
whether or not it was introduced by humans. Itõs 
a great word but another fuzzy one used widely in 
biology and elsewhere. 
 By this time you will have gathered that 
my talk will not be about the orcihds, hibiscus, 
plumeria and bougainvillea you saw on your last 
vacation at a destination hotel or condo in Ha-
waiõi.  Come to the September 18 potluck and 
meeting and discover what the Hawaiõian ecosys-
tems and their endemic and indigenous plants are 
all about.   
Photo provided by Bruce Palmer, Silversword, ôAhinhina, 
Argyroxiphium sandwicense, an endemic sunflower relative 
growing at 8,000 feet on the slopes Haleakala, Maui.  

September is Membership Renewal time!  
What a great time to bring a new friend or family  

member to a meeting and get a free plant . If your friend 
or family becomes a member, they  too will get a free 

plant ! 



Rio Dell Water Rationing 
by Marilyn Martino 

This summer for a short time we in Rio Dell were de-
nied the freedom to use any water for our yards or 
anything outside.  It was a little scary.  I found myself 
hauling out buckets of bathwater and all wash water 
for the Rhodies.  A friend helped me connect a hose to 
the washing machine that goes outside into an empty 
garbage can.  All in all, everything needed a great deal 
of dipping buckets and carrying water everywhere.  Iõm 
on a third of an acre, with some 60 Rhodies, plus eve-
rything else.  And I discovered that even the mature 
Rhodies get wilty in the summer if spring rains are 
sparse. 

I began making a list of plants that could be sacrificed if necessary, and am giving away some hydrangeas 
and Rhododendron sinogrande, which are very thirsty.   
The moratorium on watering was rescinded, but we still can water only two days a week, never on weekends, 
and are limited in our water units.  Now conditioned to save water, I continue to re-use every last bit, still 
hauling buckets, though with less pressure now.   
It is possible to have bathwater flow out into a kind of pond with a pump in it to create pressure for a hose.  
That would be an option if things worsen.  Weõre into drought years now, so it needs some thinking about 
how to conserve.   
The very best side of this is that with all the individual attention via hauling buckets of water, I paid very 

close attention to the Rhodies and everything else, and still do, and really enjoy the intimacy.  Also, itõs amaz-

ing how you can actually water so many plants just by recycling one personõs indoor wash water.  Oh, and 

my water bill went way down. 

Oh, summer has clothed the earth  

In a cloak from the loom of the sun!  

�$�Q�G���D���P�D�Q�W�O�H�����W�R�R�����R�I���W�K�H���V�N�L�H�V�¶���V�R�I�W���E�O�X�H�� 

And a belt where the rivers run.  
�±Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872 �±1906)   

�3�K�R�W�R�V�����$�U�F�D�W�D���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���)�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶���0�D�U�N�H�W�����6�X�P�P�H�U���%�R�X�Q�W�\ 

This is a WEED! Sagina procumbens is a species of flowering 
plant in the pink family known by the common name birdeye 
pearlwort. It can be found throughout the Northern Hemi-
sphere and parts of South America. It is a common weed of 
many environments. It can be found in wild and disturbed 
habitat, especially moist areas. It can sometimes be seen grow-
ing in lawns or in cracks in the sidewalk. This is a perennial 
herb forming clumps or mats of hairless green herbage, some-
times vaguely resembling a patch of moss. The leaves are lin-
ear and up to 1 or 2 centimeters long. The inflorescence is a 
solitary flower with four or five sepals and four or five small 
white petals, but the petals are sometimes absent. Info from 
Wikipedia. 
You will find it in potted plants and the Wild Weeders at Humboldt Botanical Garden find it it the Moss 
Family Temperate Woodland Garden where we attempt to keep ahead of its rampant growth. 


