American Rhododendron Society

Eureka Chapter

The next meeting PreMeeting No Host Dinner 5
Thursday February 26, 7:00 §.m. Kyoto, 320 F Street, Eureka
Womanads CR u Bixed Menu @ $20 each
1531 J Street Call Nelda, 7074438049
Eureka, California so there will be enough seatind ¢

February 2015 || Harold Greeri 6Rhododendron Diversity

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society
will meet on Thursday, February 26, 2015. The meeting and pra-
gram will be held at the Eur eka
Eureka beginning at 7:00 PM.

For many of us in the Rhododendron world, American Rhododendron Society|Gold
Medalist and Past Presiddatold Greerhas been our lortgne guru. His booksGreer's
Gui debook to Avai loadbRlko Rooewdire oawobabhyBdo) ds
with Homer Salley are our-tgoreferences at shows and plant sales as well as our Sunday
morningcoffee reading.

Harold says, "l have been around the Genus R

many rhododendrons and |
1954, as a young lad, to 1972 Harold worked with
dad, first selling a few rhodos on the side and later §
full-on nursery. Since 1972, when his dad died, Harg
has made it his business.
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Nancy will still live on the property and sell some pl
Harold is a renowned international speaker, & £zt 44

known for his superb photograph and his informatiys /" z

and entertaining programs. His topic for our meetinf==s /HayG er, Photo by Don Hyat

be Rhododendron DiversityBe assured that when thE=

lights go out YOU will not go to sleep.

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission istigsanted to re
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.




Catherine Weeksa past president of the Eureka Chapter and owner of Westgate Gardens Nursery in CL
ten, died Jan. 12, 2015.
Catherine was a founding member of the Dr. Richard Anderson Rhododendron Club, which in 1984 be-
came the Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society. She started Westgate Gardens in 19
But she didndét start with rhododendrons. o] be
and fl oribundas, but then | sadly watched ¢ he
She switched to rhododendrons after she saw th
friendds garden and fell in |l ove with rhodies
A dedicated hybridizer, Catherine registerped 5
was the first plant she registered. It is named for her son Melvin, whose nickname was Cougar.|One of t
best known of her crosses isthe yak &@&ssd Angel Wings, 6 . She reflgist
past few years, the results of her more than 35 years of hybridizing.
Catherine served several terms as vice president and president of the Eureka Chapter in the late 1980s
was honored by the Eureka Chapter in September 2000 with the Bronze Medal. She sponsored the We:
gate Gardens trophy for the Best Yellow Hybrid i
annual show.

She was a frequent exhibitor and winner of the c
terds annual show. 1In
of programs over the years.

Catherine was a tireless promoter of the America
Rhododendron Society and encouraged a numbej#
our members to join the Eureka Chapter. Many o
probably would not have found the chapter withoJgss
her prodding. See some of her hybrids on page 4
Catherine is shown at right in her Westgate Gardg

Nursery by her favorite Sourwood t@gydendrum
Photo by Tim Walsh
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There is a language, little known, B/ S72Te)
Lovers claim it as their own. @%‘%%
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And in their silent beauty speak, 2 LA ALV >
Of life and joy, to those who seek %@@;ﬂa@g’
For Love Divine and sunny hours ‘lg‘@ 7”;\'.'

In the language of the flowers. A %\‘,’
dThe Language of Flowers, London, 1875 "?0}"

April Show and Sale Volunteer Sigap

OK Rhody Aficionados! Here is your chance to help the Chapter with youPualied
Servicat the2015 Rhodyshow and Plant SaleThe sign up sheet will be at Bedru-
ary 26th meetingto get in front of the line and pick your favorite time and service
choice.On Friday, April 24th we set up withthe showfollowing on the 25th and
26th. We need help to unloadd setup the display shelves, fill water bottles, place the 400
plus trusses, help sell plants and be friendly with the visfterssetup oriFrriday MEM-
BERS get the first choice of all the wonderful plants that Terry Henderson of Log
Cabin Nursery will be supplying to the Show Saldt a fun time of fellowship and pyb-
lic service that helps the Community make this event suc&ssfybu at the next meet-
ing!.Mary Marking




WORD FOR THE MONTH: ADPRESSED
By, Bruce Palmer

Thi s montADBRESSEDr d litsd s fadtm amdtedsame Lat pnes s|.

particular reason to use adpressed this month except that | put a leaf from the evergrietadals
0Gay Pareed under the microscope recently
ago, but it bears repeating after this amount of time.

There is no single stfiee way to tell azaleas from rhododendrons, but one way to tell mos
from other rhododendrons is that nearly (notice the use of nearly) all azaleas have adpressed h
leaves. That means that the hairs present on the leaves are bent over and pressed tightly agai
surfaces. That can be seen without a microscope but the accompanying microphoto shows thog
clearly. The leaf in the accompanying photoisRténGay Par eed, one of t
the subgenus Tsutsusi, the evergreen azaleas so familiar to us in the florist shops. Tustsusi az
first bred by the Japanese several centuries ago but the Indica group was first produced in abol
Europe for sale as house plants. There are now several differentdiesisdgjroups in existence, b

Il ndica hybrids were first on the market.
received for Valentineds Day in the ground
year . They are tender, though, and wonot

Hairs on leaves are grouped with other surface features under the term trichontigcf@seek
hair). The dense matted hairs on the undersides of many of our rhododendrons called indumet
as scales on lepidote rhodies are trichomes. Trichomes are used for various purposes by plant
protection from heat and predation. One of the more interesting groups of trichomes, not found
dodendron leaves, are the vesicles (kasityla bladder). Vesicles are tiny bubbles on leaf surfact
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contain volatile compounds we take advantage of in cooking, aroma therapy and perfumes. The seconc

microphoto shows the underside of a sage leaf. The small white bubbles contain the aromatic §
put in our sage dressing last Thanksgiving.

Adpressed is a scientific term but we might say that most of us are adpressed to the Rhg
Society. We are tightly connected to the group, have been for some time and attend meetings
None of our chapter members can claim to be as adpressed to the American Rhododendron Sc
speaker this month, former ARS President Harold Greer. Harold more or less grew up with the
tion and is one of our gurus. He always presents a great program, humorous, interesting and €
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Plant of the Month
Rhododendrond De n a | 0

This delightful rhododendron
hybrid was created by Jim Elliott, of
Astoria, Oregon, and registered in
1987. This cultivar is a hybrid betwgen

R O6VanesskRa B®s njgl dva
| oper 0. The Rexclel | «
OPink Wall oper o [can
character and leavesiRdf O Denfal i C
making it one of the most handsome
of rhododendrons. The plant grows
wider than tall, and has lovely fpisd
flowers that shade darker on the edges,
giving them a translucent glow. Herg is
a plant that holds its foliage, making it
full and lush all the way to the ground.
R o6Denali d growls ju
but will have bigger and darker leaves
in a little shade. In full shade the plant will still bloom, but not as well as in full lignt.
Here is a sampling of the 53 rhododendrons and one azalg@d Cat her i neds lcw BEepidotevhedoil n g u e €
which Catherine Weeks registered during her careerasa hgbeda dr on : O6Lemonaded (s)] T 6L
izer. The date is the date of registration. (n6Cat her i ne 6 sv. Bepaateghodotea-1| | s &
N6 Al i ssa c@harElleepedot e r hoddbrdemd:r ohfEv.e MmiEng | ¢l oAwd i(-s|) T 6
son®& ( s Mlowereddecorugh9ob)o w (néCat her i ne dw. ERpidotarboelcsden- Di 6
M6 Andr eacvMarHleebpi dot e r hodopddreonndr:ond Ex o6t Mrcsd. (Hsor aic ed Lle m6
Foggd (s) T Diflowared@ecoouth$n6).i vy |€rJolCaw her i ne ds c8 EleprdotesrihodobDenn c e r €
M6 AngeVv .adEl epi dote rhododejmddromn :: 0dN@Qrseedtl @ o( )s )T 706 NdMamii s
Nautilusdé (1996). (n6é Cher r y c&Hlepidatei riododendron :
MNM6ANngel cWindd@&pi dote rhodgaExhumoyn Calbdtodeker i k) [T O Ru
Diamondd (s) T Polar Bear [@YocCu ; d(ycl. ®epldyie rhododendrodecorum
MNM6AprilcBunEkeépi dote rhodo|fyellond i dn sel @Api oyt (Nect avddr
I 6Lembs Cameod (s) T OLemddDi Camedd 90@2007) .
M6 Art hurcChaEl epbdote rhod@d€mwdminc Dr dBlsdpCHat eeshodode
Lemond (s) T 6Gilldés Crimslv@ancb9923). 17 O6Lemds Cameod 2
(N6 As hl ey CGraHepidote rhoded@ndroruvéariifolium(r) 6 C o u gvaktegidote rhododendron : seedling from
T Romany Chal GruaiilumRomany o|operpdo [ (Isi)nait ed O6Loderi King Ge«
Chal Group (2001). n6DannycvBoyEl epi dote r hojdoden
MéBanana PuddEhgpi dote rholdledemdr ¢s): TOBM&SYVI $ds Crijmsond
Davisd (s) T 6Second Honey|tapdobDnedv i (I 206s.1D4C)jHuos kzélea : parentage un-
(N6 Br o n z e dcv. BElepidate rigododendron :-named | known (1995).
Lem hybrid (s) *alconesubspEximiunm(2000). (n6 Di xi ecvBelBHleeGpi dot e r holdoden
MéCar |l ecyv .AnEnlGepi dot e r hodo dTernodpriocna n.a 66 Masv)i sI DdaAvpirsidc ofts )Fan
T 0EveningnrGlowd (2014). (N6 Ea st e cv. Eepidote ynédodendron :-named
6Cat her i ne 0 scv.Elepidaté rhoboeldndran h t|Bybrid of unknown parentage (shaiconesubspEximium
6Raspberry Swirldé (s) T ©O6LI€S8B)s Cameod (2007).
Nn6Catherinedw. Chlte mi doted r [{rpddFd doer nednrcoen T:¢veblepickeeriPrddbden p s 6
Sunrised (s) T o6Lori Eiche|ldsemdo:(dQ@deri Pink Diamond
(n6 Cat her i nect £lepidote rhadodedidron : | (2001). _ _
6Bonitad (s) T Angel o Gr(@u® nogzreorBEDbepidote rhododenc
tasyd (s) T O6Brandtds Trlopi ca




