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Harold GreerñòRhododendron Diversityó   

 The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society 
will  meet on Thursday,  February 26, 2015. The meeting and pro-
gram will be held at the Eureka Womanõs Club 1531 J Street in 
Eureka beginning at 7:00 P.M.  
 For many of  us in the Rhododendron world, American Rhododendron Society Gold 
Medalist and Past President Harold Greer has been our long-time guru. His books òGreer's 
Guidebook to Available Rhododendronsó and òRhododendron Hybridsó  co-authored 
with Homer Salley are our go-to references at shows and plant sales as well as our Sunday 
morning-coffee reading. 
 Harold says, "I have been around the Genus Rho-
dodendron for more than 60 years...and have introduced 
many rhododendrons and azaleas to the trade.ó From 
1954, as a young lad, to 1972 Harold worked with his 
dad, first selling a few rhodos on the side and later as a 
full-on nursery. Since 1972, when his dad died, Harold  
has made it his business. 
 This year he will begin a new venture at Greer 
Gardens in Eugene, Oregon, by converting part of  his 14 
acre nursery into a planned community development he 
calls òan up-scale retirement village and retirement arbo-
retum (for people and plants).ó Harold with his wife 
Nancy will still live on the property and sell some plants. 
 Harold is a renowned international speaker, well 
known for his superb photograph and his informative 
and entertaining programs. His topic for our meeting will 
be Rhododendron Diversity. Be assured that when the 
lights go out YOU will not go to sleep. 

Harold Greer, Photo by Don Hyatt 



There is a language, little known, 
Lovers claim it as their own. 
Its symbols smile upon the land, 
Wrought by nature's wondrous hand; 
And in their silent beauty speak, 
Of life and joy, to those who seek 
For Love Divine and sunny hours 
In the language of the flowers. 
ðThe Language of Flowers, London, 1875  

April Show and Sale Volunteer Sign-up 
OK Rhody Aficionados! Here is your chance to help the Chapter with your valued Public 
Service at the 2015 Rhody Show and Plant Sale.  The sign up sheet will be at the Febru-
ary 26th meeting to get in front of  the line and pick your favorite time and service 
choice.  On Friday, April 24th we set up with the show following on the 25th and 
26th.  We need help to unload and setup the display shelves, fill water bottles, place the 400 
plus trusses, help sell plants and be friendly with the visitors.  After setup on Friday MEM-
BERS get the first choice of  all the wonderful plants that Terry Henderson of  Log 
Cabin Nursery will be supplying to the Show Sale.  It a fun time of  fellowship and pub-
lic service that helps the Community make this event successful.  See you at the next meet-
ing!. Mary Marking 

Catherine Weeks, a past president of the Eureka Chapter and owner of Westgate Gardens Nursery in Cut-
ten, died Jan. 12, 2015. 
Catherine was a founding member of the Dr. Richard Anderson Rhododendron Club, which in 1984 be-
came the Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society. She started Westgate Gardens in 1966. 
But she didnõt start with rhododendrons. òI began with roses,ó she once said. òI had dozens of hybrid teas 
and floribundas, but then I sadly watched the deer repeatedly come and eat them.ó 
She switched to rhododendrons after she saw the rhododendron hybrid ôKing of Shrubsõ in bloom in a 
friendõs garden and fell  in love with rhodies. 
A dedicated hybridizer, Catherine registered 53 rhododendrons over the years. R. ôCougar,õ a Loderi cross, 
was the first plant she registered. It is named for her son Melvin, whose nickname was Cougar. One of the 
best known of her crosses is the yak cross R. ôAngel Wings,õ . She registered dozens of new plants in the 
past few years, the results of her more than 35 years of hybridizing. 
Catherine served several terms as vice president and president of the Eureka Chapter in the late 1980s and 
was honored by the Eureka Chapter in September 2000 with the Bronze Medal. She sponsored the West-
gate Gardens trophy for the Best Yellow Hybrid in our 
annual show. 
She was a frequent exhibitor and winner of the chap-
terõs annual show. In addition, she presented a number 
of programs over the years. 
Catherine was a tireless promoter of the American 
Rhododendron Society and encouraged a number of 
our members to join the Eureka Chapter. Many of us 
probably would not have found the chapter without 
her prodding. See some of her hybrids on page 4 
Catherine is shown at right in her Westgate Gardens 
Nursery by her favorite Sourwood tree  Oxydendrum 
Photo by Tim Walsh 



WORD FOR THE MONTH: ADPRESSED  
By, Bruce Palmer 

This monthõs word is ADPRESSED.  Itõs from the Latin ad, to, and pressare, to press.  Thereõs no 
particular reason to use adpressed this month except that I put a leaf from the evergreen azalea Rhododendron 
ôGay Pareeõ under the microscope recently and saw the adpressed hairs.  We discussed this word eight years 
ago, but it bears repeating after this amount of time. 

There is no single sure-fire way to tell azaleas from rhododendrons, but one way to tell most azaleas 
from other rhododendrons is that nearly (notice the use of nearly) all azaleas have adpressed hairs on their 
leaves.  That means that the hairs present on the leaves are bent over and pressed tightly against the leaf 
surfaces.  That can be seen without a microscope but the accompanying microphoto shows those hairs 
clearly.  The leaf in the accompanying photo is from R. ôGay Pareeõ, one of the Indica group of azaleas in 
the subgenus Tsutsusi, the evergreen azaleas so familiar to us in the florist shops.  Tustsusi azaleas were 
first bred by the Japanese several centuries ago but the Indica group was first produced in about 1840 in 
Europe for sale as house plants.  There are now several different Tsutsusi-derived groups in existence, but 
Indica hybrids were first on the market.  In our mild climate we can put the potted òhot houseó azaleas we 
received for Valentineõs Day in the ground when they finish blooming and they will reward us again next 
year.  They are tender, though, and wonõt survive well outside farther north. 

Hairs on leaves are grouped with other surface features under the term trichome (Greek, trichos, 
hair).  The dense matted hairs on the undersides of many of our rhododendrons called indumentum as well 
as scales on lepidote rhodies are trichomes.  Trichomes are used for various purposes by plants, such as 
protection from heat and predation.  One of the more interesting groups of trichomes, not found on rho-
dodendron leaves, are the vesicles (Latin, vesicula, a bladder).  Vesicles are tiny bubbles on leaf surfaces that 
contain volatile compounds we take advantage of in cooking, aroma therapy and perfumes.  The second 
microphoto shows the underside of a sage leaf.  The small white bubbles contain the aromatic seasoning we 
put in our sage dressing last Thanksgiving. 
 Adpressed is a scientific term but we might say that most of us are adpressed to the Rhododendron 
Society.  We are tightly connected to the group, have been for some time and attend meetings regularly.  
None of our chapter members can claim to be as adpressed to the American Rhododendron Society as our 
speaker this month, former ARS President Harold Greer.  Harold more or less grew up with the organiza-
tion and is one of our gurus.  He always presents a great program, humorous, interesting and educational.  

άUnderside of sage leaf showing vesicles contain-
ing volatile compounds used in cooking.  

Upper surface of leaf from Rhododendron ΨDŀȅ 
tŀǊŜŜΩ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƘŀƛǊǎΦ  



Plant of  the Month 
 Rhododendron ôDenaliõ 

  This delightful rhododendron 
hybrid was created by Jim Elliott, of  
Astoria, Oregon, and registered in 
1987. This cultivar is a hybrid between 
R. ôVanessa Pastelõ and R. ôPink Wal-
loperõ.  The excellent foliage of R. 
ôPink Walloperõ can be seen in  the 
character and leaves of  R. ôDenaliõ, 
making it one of  the most handsome 
of  rhododendrons. The plant grows 
wider than tall, and has lovely rose-pink 
flowers that shade darker on the edges, 
giving them a translucent glow. Here is 
a plant that holds its foliage, making it 
full and lush all the way to the ground. 
R. ôDenaliõ grows just fine in full sun, 
but will have bigger and darker leaves 

in a little shade. In full shade the plant will still bloom, but not as well as in full light.  

Here is a sampling of the  53 rhododendrons and one azalea 
which Catherine Weeks registered during her career as a hybrid-
izer. The date is the date of registration. 
(r) ôAlissa Charleneõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôEmily Alli-
sonõ (s) ĭ a yellow-flowered decorum (1995). 
(r) ôAndrea Marieõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôMrs. Horace 
Foggõ (s) ĭ Diva Group ĭ yellow-flowered decorum (1996). 
(r) ôAngelaõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôCrestõ (s) ĭ ôNaomi 
Nautilusõ (1996). 
(r) ôAngel Wingsõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôLoderi Pink 
Diamondõ (s) ĭ Polar Bear Group (1991). 
(r) ôApril Sunsetõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôApricot Nectarõ 
ĭ ôLemõs Cameoõ (s) ĭ ôLemõs Cameoõ (2007). 
(r) ôArthur Charlesõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôSir Charles 
Lemonõ (s) ĭ ôGillõs Crimsonõ (1992). 
(r) ôAshley Catherineõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : (uvariifolium 
ĭ Romany Chal Group) ĭ ôHoteiõ (s) ĭ uvariifolium × Romany 
Chal Group (2001). 
(r) ôBanana Puddingõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôMavis 
Davisõ (s) ĭ ôSecond Honeymoonõ (2014). 
(r) ôBronzed Beautyõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : un-named 
Lem hybrid (s) × falconeri subsp. Eximium (2000). 
(r) ôCarley Annõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôMavis Davisõ (s) 
ĭ ôEvening Glowõ (2014).r) 
 ôCatherineõs Coral Delightõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : 
ôRaspberry Swirlõ (s) ĭ ôLemõs Cameoõ (2007). 
(r) ôCatherineõs Cutie Pieõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôSierra 
Sunriseõ (s) ĭ ôLori Eichelserõ (2007). 

(r) ôCatherineõs Lea Annõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : 
ôBonitaõ (s) ĭ Angelo Group (2002). 

(r) ôCatherineõs Lemon Meringueõ cv. Elepidote rhodo-
dendron : ôLemonadeõ (s) ĭ ôLemõs Cameoõ (2008). 
(r) ôCatherineõs Orange Bellsõ cv. Elepidote rhododen-
dron : ôEvening Glowõ (s) ĭ ôCup oõ Goldõ (2004). 
(r) ôCatherineõs Princess Diõ cv. Elepidote rhododen-
dron : ôExoticõ (s) ĭ ôLemõs Cameoõ (2014). 
(r) ôCatherineõs Spanish Dancerõ cv. Elepidote rhododen-
dron : ôNaselleõ (s) ĭ ôMavis Davisõ (2014). 
(r) ôCherry Surpriseõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : 
ôExbury Calstockerõ (s) ĭ ôRubiconõ (2008). 
(r) ôCindy Annõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : decorum 
(yellow-fld selection) (s) ĭ ôMrs Horace Foggõ ĭ 
ôDivaõ (1992)  
(r) ôCosmic Dropsõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôNancy 
Evansõ (s) ĭ ôLemõs Cameoõ (2008). 
(r) ôCougarõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : seedling from 
open-pollinated ôLoderi King Georgeõ (1983). 
(r) ôDanny Boyõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôSir Charles 
Lemonõ (s) ĭ ôGillõs Crimsonõ (1998). 
(a) ôDevilõs Cloakõ cv. Deciduous azalea : parentage un-
known (1995). 
(r) ôDixie Belleõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôBrandtõs 
Tropicanaõ (s) ĭ ôApricot Fantasyõ (2004). 
(r) ôEaster Gloryõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : un-named 
hybrid of unknown parentage (s) × falconeri subsp. Eximium 
(1998). 
(r) ôFlorence Thelus Philipsõ cv. Elepidote rhododen-
dron : ôLoderi Pink Diamondõ (s) ĭ Polar Bear Group 
(2001). 
(r) ôGingerineõ cv. Elepidote rhododendron : ôApricot Fan-
tasyõ (s) ĭ ôBrandtõs Tropicanaõ (2005). 


