American Rhododendron Society

Eureka Chapter
WWW.EurekaRhody.org

The next meeting

Thursday April 28, 7:00 p.m.
Woman’s Club
1531 J Street
Eureka, California

April 2016

Pre-Meeting No Host Dinner 5:15

Roy’s Club at 218 D Street
Eureka, Call Nelda, 707-443-8049
For a reservation so there will be enough
seating

Don Wallace, Hybridizing for Beginners

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on Thursday,
April 28, 2016. The meeting and program will be held at the Eureka Woman’s Club 1531
J Street in Eureka beginning at 7:00 P.M.
Don Wallace is the owner of Singing Tree Gardens & Nursery www.singtree.com , a small
retail nursery located in McKinleyville, California, specializing in many kinds of ornamental
plants. Over the past 20 years Don has planted, propagated, hybridized, and grown from seed
many rhododendrons. He is the past president of the Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society, and participated as one of the Show Committee for the Western Regional
Conferences in Eureka in 1993 and 1999 and is helping organize the Convention for April
2017. Don has been involved in photography for 25 years, and travels each year to photograph
many gardens up and down the Pacific coast. Currently, Don is active in hybridizing rhododendrons for fragrance, as well as new and exciting colors of flowers.
Hybridizing for Beginners – Goals, Techniques and Results; in this program Don
will be discussing many aspects of hybridizing rhododendrons, from improved foliage, to new
colors, and even fragrance. Learn how to set a goal
and achieve the results that you want. Don will
show how to pick parents by using the WEB resource www.hirsutum.com and how picking the
right parents will greatly improve your chances of
having success. Also, techniques for growing rhododendrons from seed will be discussed, along with
how to make a cross and create seed. Hybridizing
and growing from seed is very rewarding, and can
be done on a city lot, as Jim Barlup of Bellevue
Washington has demonstrated.
Don at Stagecoach Hill, Humboldt
Bring a new guest and get a plant! Be
County. Photo submitted by Don
sure to let us know you are bringing a guest so we
Wallace.
have enough plants.
Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.

Eureka Chapter Honors the Markings for Contributions to Chapter
THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
EUREKA CHAPTER
BRONZE MEDAL AWARD
YOU JOINED THE EUREKA CHAPTER, ARS MORE THAN SIX YEARS AGO.
IN 2012 YOU WERE ASKED TO CHAIR THE ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW. YOU
ACCEPTED, AND SINCE THAT TIME YOU HAVE WORKED TIRELESSLY TO
ENSURE THAT THE SHOW IS A SUCCESS. WITHOUT YOUR LONG-TERM
COMMITTED EFFORTS THE SHOW WOULD NOT BE THE GREAT EVENT
THAT IT IS. YOUR ENTHUSIASM AND ABILITY TO WORK WITH A DIVERSITY OF MEMBERS, BUSINESSES AND THE PUBLIC ARE ESPECIALLY
NOTEWORTHY. THE EUREKA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY IS PROUD TO PRESENT
THE BRONZE MEDAL TO
MARY MARKING
24 MARCH 2016
THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
EUREKA CHAPTER
BRONZE MEDAL AWARD
YOU HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE EUREKA CHAPTER, ARS FOR
MORE THAN SIX YEARS. IN 2012 YOU ACCEPTED CHAIRMANSHIP OF
THE ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW. SINCE THAT TIME YOU HAVE WORKED
TIRELESSLY TO ENSURE THAT THE SHOW IS A SUCCESS EVERY YEAR.
WITHOUT YOUR LONG-TERM COMMITTED EFFORTS THE SHOW WOULD
NOT HAVE SUCCEEDED. YOUR MECHANICAL KNOWHOW HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY HELPFUL, RESULTING IN MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS IN STORAGE AND FLOWER DISPLAYS. THE EUREKA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY IS
PROUD TO PRESENT
THE BRONZE
MEDAL TO
TOM MARKING
24 MARCH 2016

The 44th Annual Rhododendron Show and Plant Sale

By Mary Marking
I'm writing this article a little early this year and I have no idea how the weather will be at
the end of the month. As usual we will have blooming Rhodies in our yards for the annual Show.
There have been changes this year so please read the article to find out all the new information.
This year the Bonsai group will again be joining us. We will have a little less space so it
would be helpful if you could fill out your bottle tags before you come. At least put your name
on the bottle tag before you come. You can use a name stamp or an address label. Bottles tags
will be available at the April 28th meeting.
There will be no Class 4, Rhododendron plants, Class 5, Azalea plants or Class 10, Education this year. Class 8 arrangements will not have the Oriental group.
Location: Miles Hall, Pacific View Charter School (formerly St. Bernard’s Elementary
School) at 115 Henderson Street, Eureka, California.
Open to the public: Saturday April 30th and Sunday May 1st from 10 AM to 3 PM.
You, your friends, relatives, neighbors and the public are encouraged to participate in the show.
All entries will be accepted for display from 5 PM until 8:30 PM on Friday, April 29th and
from 7:30 AM until 9 AM on Saturday, April 30th. No entries will be accepted after 9 AM.
If possible, please bring your entries on Friday night.

Set up will begin at 3:00 PM on Friday the 29th for those of you who are planning to help.

In order to have a great show we need everyone to participate by bring in at least 3 trusses. Can
you imagine how wonderful the tables will look? You can also bring your trusses, flower arrangements and photos at that time but they will not be accepted for display until the room is
ready. Be sure your flowers have plenty of water and the stems are cut long enough to allow the
most water to get into the truss. If you haven’t signed up to help and have some free time you are
more than welcomed to come and help. The more help we have the faster it gets done.

Anyone can enter trusses, Photography and Flower Arrangements.
We have had some really interesting displays in the past. The Photography Exhibit has

been a well-filled section. Be sure the photos are matted and Not Framed.
Margaret Cole will be happy to receive any and all entries for the Flower Arrangements. Make sure to check the rules. We should have the table at the front of the hall simply
full of arrangements. To ensure that there is enough space please email
(mscole2002@suddenlink.net) or call (707-822-8353) Margaret to reserve your space by the end
of the April 28rd Chapter meeting.
Remember, that if you don’t believe your flowers are "good enough" for judging, bring them anyway. They will look great as examples of the types of rhododendrons we have in our area. We
need as many we can get. This is a great time for everyone to participate, bring your family,
friends and neighbors.
Tear Down will begin at 3:00 Sunday May 1st. You can start removing your entries at
2:30 PM. All entries not removed will be discarded after 3. The reward for all the hard work
will be pizza, salad and beverages when the room is clean.

Plant of the Month

Rhododendron ‘Teacher’s Pet’

By Don Wallace
Nolan Blansit of Cottage Grove,
Oregon was super passionatelyhybridizing rhododendrons for a
number of years. He produced literally thousands of new plants. This is
one of the few that he registered, and
used as a parent. It is a smaller
grower with very nice foliage. The
flowers are very ‘peachy-orange’ in
color, and are produced in masses on
the plant. This plant will elicit a big
“WOW!” when in full bloom. I was
lucky enough to get a bunch of cuttings from him before he sold his
property and retired from his hybridizing, so these plants are prized in my
collection. I want to share them with
our members, so I have made this the plant of the month and will have one for the
raffle. An interesting note here is that Nolan used the species R. aberconwayi as a parent of this plant. R. aberconwayi has very flat faced flowers. This, he theorized, would
produce a full ‘faceted’ truss. He was right…the flowers are very flat compared to
other rhododendron flowers, and the trusses are quite full. Be the first on your block
to have a Rhododendron ‘Teacher’s Pet’ in your garden.

April the Beautiful, with streaming eyes,
Weeps o’er the havoc that rude March
has made.

–John Askham (1825–94)

A memorial for Jerry Reynolds, Eureka Chapter’s recent President, will be held at Humboldt
Botanical Garden's Moss Family Temperate
Woodland Garden.
Sunday May 15th from 1:30 to 3:30 PM
There will be an opportunity to share your special stories of Jerry’s contributions to your life.

Rhododendron arboreum ‘Leonardslee’

Tour the garden Jerry spent many hours caring
for.
Refreshments will be served.

WORD OF THE MONTH: HYBRID

By; Bruce Palmer

Don Wallace suggested the word HYBRID (Latin hybrida, offspring of mixed parentage) for this month’s newsletter because he heard recently that there are about 20,000 rhodie
hybrids, far more than the previous estimate of 12,000. That’s probably accurate, given that
rhododendrons seem to cross with each other more readily than most other plants. Rather
than detail how hybridizing is done, I thought I would redo a handout I used a few years ago
in a chapter workshop. If you are not experienced with rhodies or plant names here a few
clues as to how to tell whether you have a species or a hybrid.
WHAT IS A SPECIES?
(Species [Latin, species, a shape, kind or quality] is used to describe organisms and is
both singular and plural. Specie means coins as distinct from paper money and does not refer
to living organisms). Plants are placed in the same species if they are similar, interbreed freely
in nature and usually do not interbreed in the wild with other similar groups. It’s a pretty
loose definition and leads to confusion and arguments among biologists but tends to work for
identification purposes.
WHAT IS A HYBRID?
Hybrids are plants that have been interbred (usually artificially) from parents of two
different species or hybrids. Hybrids are found in nature but are uncommon. At chapter
meetings Don has demonstrated several times how to create hybrid rhododendrons.
HOW CAN YOU TELL IF A PLANT IS A SPECIES OR A HYBRID?
1. If you know its name:
-It’s a species if:
-The single (species) name after Rhododendron is lower case and is italicized, as
in Rhododendron augustinii.
-The name is Latinized, ending in –ii, -anum, -ense, etc.
-Somebody who should know told you.
- It’s a hybrid if:
-The name(s) (one to three names)
after Rhododendron are not
italicized and are capitalized. As
Rhododendron ‘Patricia Marie’
- The names after Rhododendron have single
quotes

-The names after Rhododendron
are not Latinized, except for very
old hybrids such as Rhododendron
‘McNabii’.(Don’s picture at left)
-Somebody who should know tells
you.
2. If you don’t know its name:
-Experience
-Instinct
-Wait until it blooms and identify it or
ask someone who might be able to do so

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is
published monthly except during July and
August.
Submissions from members are
encouraged and should be mailed to June
Walsh, Newsletter Editor, 2050 Irving
Drive, Eureka, CA 95503-7022. Rhodyhostel@suddenlink.net
Membership information and
applications available from Ellen Gill.
Htg1anderg@suddenlink.net
Eureka Chapter is a member of the
Humboldt Botanical Gardens Foundation,
Eureka, Calif., and The Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden, Federal Way,
WA.
Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society a 501 (c)
(3) charitable organization.

Eureka Chapter

Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society
2050 Irving Drive
Eureka, CA 95503-7022

Future Programs
April 28, 2016, Don Wallace! Hybridizing for Beginners
April 29 Members Only Plant Sale
April 29 to May 1, 2016 Eureka Chapter Rhododendron Show and Plant Sale
April 29 to May 1, 2016 Native plant Show and Sale, www.northcoastcnps.org
May 6 ( HBGF Members only), 7 and 8 (Public) Humboldt Botanical Garden Plant Sale
May 15th 1:30 to 3:30 PM, Memorial for Jerry Reynolds, Eureka Chapter President at
Humboldt Botanical Garden in the Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden
May 26, 2016 IN-House Mini Show...win BIG BUCKS when you show us your bloomers
June 5, 2015, Member Garden Tour and Potluck Picnic
Put these dates on your calendar now so you won’t miss any of these great programs. Watch
for the Eureka Chapter Newsletter for more info.

Thank you Mollie Smith and Coastal
Business Systems for doing our
Newsletter printing for our noncomputer users. Mollie has also
printed our Convention 2017 color
brochures.
Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members

For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7PM, call or email June Walsh 707-443-0604

