American Rhododendron Society

Eureka Chapter

The next meeting PreMeeting No Host Dinner 5§1
Thursday January 26, 7:00 p. Kyoto, 320 F Street
Womanos Cl EurbkalCall Nelda, 7074438044
1531 J Street for a reservation so there will Qe
Eureka, California seating and féoxded Price $23

January 2017 Tropical Rhododendrons? YES, Vireyas

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on

Thursday, January 26, 2017 7he meeting and program will be held at the
Eureka Womanés Club 1531 J St r eenbelingdn-\EuUr
ner will be at Kyoto at 5:15, fixed price $23, be sure to call Nelda (Aa88049) for a
reservation so there is enough seating and FOOD!

Christy Hartsell will give a program about growing tropical rhododendrons. Christy
lives in Palo Alto, CA and is a member of the De Anza Chapter. This will be a great ppportu
nity to learn about Vireyas; how to take care of them and changes in flowers caused by col

He will show how he grows his Vireyas and how the flanedifferent depending
on the Season. Christy has been growing Vireyas for 2&ngkdredodendrons for 40
years in his small yard in Palo Alto, @4 one time he had over 500 different Vireyas, hut he
has since scaled back to a little under 250 pldmtsty has given talks to interested groups
on Vireyas including the Hawaii Chapter and the California Chapter over the last 5 years. It
wi || be interesting to get -béhdkngrairfelldvedhly e r
cold. Both of which seem to have stimul a
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Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission istigganted to re
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.




Thank you, A. Nonny Mouse (aka anony-
mous) for the donation of funding to pur-
chase a new digital projector for Eureka
Chapter ds progr ams. | n| De
projector the Chapter purchased about 10
years ago decided to project everything with
an olive grey -green tint, which made the
beautiful pictures our speaker was showing
to be very dull instead of vivid and colorful.
For the January meeting we will have our
new state -of-the-ar t projector for Christy He
program.

Thank you, shy benefactor, for your generosity!

"l awoke this morning with devout thanksgiving for my friends , the old and the ne\

A THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Our lives are like islands in the sea, or like trees in the forest. The maple and the pine may
whisper to each other with their leaves ... But the trees also commingle their roots in{the

darkness underground, and the islands also hang together through the ocean's bottgm.
William James, psychologist and philosopher (11 Jan -184D)

‘ ' These happy Eureka
' - | Chapter members at-
s tended the Western Re-

gional Conference in
Newport Oregon last
fall.

You wonot have
that far to join the group
of happy Rhodo lovers
when the 2017 American
Rhododendron Conven-
tion shows up in Eureka
~ April 27 through 30th.

_ | Sign up now to partici-
pate and volunteer.

Be prepared for a big
white tent at the Red
Lion to be filled with
delectable plants ready
@ to take home and plant.
www.EurekaRhody.org



http://www.EurekaRhody.org

WORD OF THE MONTH o ANTIFREEZE
By Bruce Palmer

Have you ever wondered how the leaves of evergreeseanagatiplants survive the cold
weather we have been having this month? Deciduous plants solve the problem by absorbir
useful molecules in the leaves, sending them to the stems and roots and dropping their leav
evergreens canot do that. One of t he ans\
freeze (the word is a recent combination of the @Gregigainst, and the Old Englistosato
burn like cold). The problem with surviving freezing temperatures is that as water molecules
aggregate to form ice crystals the sharp crystals break cell membranes, thus killing the
That s a problem for all organisms but pl

We add ethylene glycol, an alcohol, to our car radiators to lower the temperature at wh
water will freeze. Plants produce glycoproteins that prevent freezing by a different method.
Glycoproteins have carbohydrates,. . ..e s S
attached to the protein chain, a logee s ™« 7
cal process given that caHydrates D U
are the primary ‘
by-products of photosynthesis. T
antifreeze prot %
freezing temperature in leaf cells (AN
instead hold onto water molecules® "5
tightly and prevent them from e
clumping together to form ice |
crystals that break cell membranef* 8

Evergreen plants have at |
two additional ways to prevent ¥
internal freezing. The carbohydri&
produced by photosynthesis ARG
somewhat in the same way as ca @@l .. L.
tifreeze. More importantly, the plants
are carrying on transpiration, a process by which water is transported from the soil to all pat
the plant. To keep the water moving everywhere it is evaporated though pores, usually «
margins of leaves. Transpiration continues at night as well as in daytime. Notice that the |
at the center of the photo (taken several years ago on a colder morning than we had this
have | ots of il ce crystals at the margins
the faucet running all night as you might have done in your yard earlier this month.

Il n case youdre wondering how ani mal s t
the solution is similar. Fish in the Arctic and Antarctic such as Cod, Flounder, Smelt and He
produce antifreeze proteins. Some insects such as beetles and moths do also. Animal gly
teins are slightly different from those in plants, but act similarly.

As usual, when we study nature closely, we find that life is quite persistent. Whether
ditions are moderate, as we are accustomed to or extremely cold or hot, living organisms
found ways to cope. Letds hear i1t for gl
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Plant of the Month
By Don Wallace

Eleanor Philp (shown below with Tim Walsh).

06 Red Admiral 0, which bl ooms about t he

nursery and it has proven to be a top
abloodr ed col or, whil e -rédCalar. mhe planastays ifulsall tne vay|
the ground and has handsome foliage. Our plant is starting to bloom now, in early Jar

feet tall x 8.0 feet wide over time.

Many years ago | was in Fort Bragg getting cuttings of rhododendrons for my nursery,.
Trillium Lane Nursery, located on Highway 20 just outside of town, and owned by Bruce and

plant, but took her word for it and was given many cuttings. We planted one at the ba¢

| went

Eleanor was very knowledgeable and had many opinions about which rhododendrong were t
best varieties to collect and grow. Her very favorite early blooming, red flowering rhody was

sam
k of ou
not
to g h
uary,

which is about right for its bloom time. The plant prefers a bit of shade, and will bet®dme 10

American Rhododendron Society 2017 International Convention will be held in Eureka,

CA hosted by the Eureka Chapter, April 230, 2017

The Eureka Chapter will need to have our members volunteer for the many tasks that

need to be done to make this event a big success. Cantalcbstel@suddenlink.t@volun-

teer!
We already have registrations coming in from around the world, including Japan

, Franc

Scotland and Canada. What a great opportunity to meet other Garden Geeks drmai€hodo

There will be tours and world class speakers.
Get more information and registration forms atvww.EurekaRhody.org




