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'California Rhodo Hybrids, Old & New'   

The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron 
Society will have its October meeting on Thursday, 
 October 23, 2014. The meeting and program will be 
held at the Eureka Womanõs Club 1531 J Street in 
Eureka beginning at 7:00 P.M..  
 Our guest speaker will be American Rhododendron 
Society Silver Medal honoree Parker Smith, who was the 
speaker at the first meeting of  the Eureka Chapter that Tim 
and June Walsh attended back in the dark ages. Parker will 
discuss and illustrate older Northern California created hy-
brids that have proven their worth, with some personal notes 
about their creators. These will be his choices as the best cre-

ated by each hybridizer over the past 50 or so years and ones that are interesting, dependable 
and improvements over their parents or similar hybrids. Most of  the photos used to illustrate 
these will be taken from Parkerõs recent book 'Rhododendrons for California' (copies will be 
for sale at the meeting). In addition to these older hybrids, he will show some that may have 
been overlooked and deserve, in his opinion, being better known. Parker will also discuss some 
newer ones that are just being introduced and, hopefully, will become available in the near fu-
ture. 
 Parker is from a small town in Massachusetts. He arrived in California in 1962 to attend 
UC Berkeley where he received his Masters Degree in Landscape Architecture in 1965. He has 
been licensed in California and designing landscapes for over 40 years, throughout California 
but primarily in the Sonoma and Napa Areas. Parker and his wife Sharon live in Santa Rosa 
now after many years in Sebastopol, and about a year on Maui. They grow most of  their 
rhodies in containers now since their outdoor space is limited and the tree roots too competi-
tive. Parker still attempts some hybridizing in hopes of  creating a new and exciting member of  
the always expanding Rhododendron family. 
 This will be a great program to bring a guest to...and get a free plant. If  you 
guest joins the Eureka Chapter, they too will get a free plant! 

Rhododendron nuttallii at 

Humboldt Botanical Garden 



Plant of  the Month 
Rhododendron ôVibrant Violetõ  

 A favorite of  the purple lovers, 
this small leaved Lepidote rhododen-
dron is better than most of  the rest of  
this type. The plant will make a com-
pact shrub that is wider than tall, and 
will not be taller than 3 ft. in 10 years. 
Also, the shiny green leaves hold well, 
making the plant full and lush. The hy-
bridizer is Frank Fujioka of  Whidbey 
Island, off  the coast of  Seattle, Wash-
ington. Frank has given us many of  the 
best rhododendrons including R. 
ôSeaview Sunsetõ, R. ôGlowing Goldõ, R. 
ôStarbright Champagne, R. ôSilver Skies, 

R. ôSaffron Silkõ, R. ôPink Pinwheelsõ, R. ôElsie Watsonõ, and many others. Frank wanted a 
smaller, more compact purple rhododendron, so he crossed one of  the smallest rhododen-
drons, R. impeditum with the taller R. augustinii, of  which there are many hybrids. The name is 
very appropriate, as they are truly òVibrant Violetó flowers! By Don Wallace 

It is Membership Renewal time!  
If you havenðt yet renewed there is a stamped and ad-

dressed envelope on you desk waiting for your renewal, 
please send it or bring it to the October 23rd meeting.  
And, think about what a great time it is to bring a new 
friend or family member to a meeting and get a free 

plant . If your friend or family becomes a member, they  
too will get a free plant ! 

Everything you wanted to ask but were afraid to! 
Do you want to have any particular Rhododendron questions 
answered? How and when to fertilize? Summer irrigation?  
Thrips, weevils, caterpillars?  When and how to mulch? To 
prune or not to prune...or pinch? 
The December 4th Holiday meeting will feature a Rhodo 101, 
so let us know now what subjects you would like 
to have covered. 
Email  or call June Walsh, Rhodyhostel@suddenlink.net or 
707-443-0604 


