American Rhododendron Society

Eureka Chapter
The next meeting
Thursday March 28, 7:00 p.m.
Woman’s Club
1531 J Street
Eureka, California

March 2019

Pre-Meeting No Host Dinner 5:15
Marcelli’s, 1323 5th Street
Eureka, Call Nelda, 707-443-8049
Reservation required
Family Style Fixed Price $25

Soil! – What it is & How it works

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on Thursday,
March 28, 2019 The meeting and program will be held at the Eureka Woman’s Club
1531 J Street in Eureka beginning at 7:00 P.M.

The Eureka Chapter will welcome James Cassidy who has been an Instructor
of Soil Science at Oregon State University for over 13 years. The introductory
class now has over 200 students each term and is very popular. James is also the
faculty advisor for the wildly popular OSU Organic Growers Club - OSU's student
farm. Coming from a non-traditional background (music industry for over 35
years) he is passionate about soil and is popular with students because of his dynamic speaking style. The student farm project has over 300 student volunteers on
its list and the list continues to grow. The farm cultivates over 50 different fruit
and vegetable crops and is just beginning it's 19th season.
Soil! – What it is & How it
works…
It’s ALL about soil! Most people
only have a vague idea of what
soil is and how it works. You will
learn more than you ever thought
possible from this program; the
reason you are alive, what nutrients are and how soil stores water and nutrients. These are fundamentals that ALL humans on
the planet Earth should know!
Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this
publication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.

President Max’s Message

Board Meetings
The board meets on the first Wednesday of each month. We are a very active board of officers and
directors with a diverse set of skills enabling the Chapter to provide education, planning events and
great programs for our membership. We remain one of the largest chapters of the American Rhododendron Society, with over 100 members.
Nominating Committee
The nominating committee has been selected for the Chapter’s 2019 – 2020 fiscal year. Their slate
of candidates will be reported at the April program. The committee will solicit nominations from
the floor at that time.
If you are interested in being on the board, or would like to recommend a candidate, please let us
know!
Website
The board is looking for a volunteer website administrator. The job entails updating the site with
new news, links and photos, etc. The administrator will be tutored by the board president and will
eventually become the person in charge for gathering content and forwarding to our webmaster,
Wyatt Ledbetter. The webmaster is responsible for posting information and making the technical
changes to the site. If you are interested, please contact the board president, Max Abrahamsen. Max
can be reached at his email address: rudyabe@aol.com. This request will be included on the March
program agenda.
Thank You Members!
From the board of directors, we “thank” our members for their continued support and interest in the
Eureka Chapter! Help us to increase our membership by inviting friends, relatives and neighbors to
any of our monthly meetings.
Thank you, again!

Max Abrahamsen

Eureka Chapter, President

Thrips is and are. The singular is Thrips, the plural is Thrips...like deer, one or many.
And like deer Thrips are a menace. You will see the classic signs of infestation of these
aphid and white fly relatives by the silvering of foliage and ants who are thrips herders.
You will also see the black mold that grows on the honeydew (thrips excretions) you will
also see black flecks of frass (excrement). The creature its self is only 1/20th of an inch
long. The damage you see is from the insect piercing the plant’s cell walls and sucking out
the contents. There are many species of thrips, some local some imported on plant material
and some which are good. Hang out yellow sticky traps to try to identify your particular
garden pest. The two University of California Pest Notes below have extensive identification tables and various methods of control. Control
is a word used loosly in this context as thrips are
HARD to control! Read about their life cycle and
you will understand that the job is never done.
Read and Weep,
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/
pn7429.html
https://cisr.ucr.edu/western_flower_thrip.html

Plant of the Month:

Rhododendron

‘Grace Seabrook’
By Don Wallace
Here is one of the very best
of the red flowering rhododendrons. Created and registered by Cecil S. Seabrook of
Tacoma, Washington, Rhododendron ‘Grace Seabrook’ is a
hybrid of Rhododendron ‘The
Honorable Jean Marie de
Montague’ x Rhododendron
strigillosum. This combines
the great foliage of ‘Jean
Marie’ and the perfect blood-red trusses of Rhododendron strigillosum. The same cross was
done by Frank Mossman and named ‘Taurus’. The only way to tell these plants apart is that
the buds of Rhododendron ‘Taurus’ are reddish in color, while those of R. ‘Grace Seabrook’ are
bright green. Both have ‘award winning’ foliage and have always won prizes in our flower
show. Rhododendron ‘Grace Seabrook’ will do well in sun or shade and seems to be very pest
and disease tolerant. You can count on this plant growing to 8 ft. tall and 10 ft wide in 15
years, so give it plenty of room. We have Rhododendron ‘Grace Seabrook’ planted with the
white flowering ‘Mt. Fuji’ ornamental cherry, and the combination is stunning.

After spending a few years away from the Eureka Chapter to raise Maya, Frank Bickner and Darci Short have
returned to the fold. We have asked them if they would
be willing to lead a Rocking Trip for us again. When a
date has been decided we will report in these pages and
at meetings so you can steel your back and muscles for
this very rewarding endeavor. In the past we have collected beautiful Green Jadeite, ruby garnets, slate and
leaveright (leave-er-right)

WORD OF THE MONTH – SAND
By Bruce Palmer
This month we will hear from a recognized expert on soils. It might be a good idea to review some things we learned about soils in 2015. So here’s a rewrite from the word dour years ago.
The word SAND has survived intact from old German through Old and Middle English to
modern times. Technically it’s a verb meaning to rub off or pulverize, as in sanding a piece of
wood. As a noun in modern usage it refers to relatively large particles of soil, roughly between two
millimeters and 5/100 of a millimeter in diameter,
those particles that feel gritty when you rub soil between your fingers and which are generally, if only
barely, visible to the unaided eye. One millimeter is
roughly 1/25 of an inch. The other two soil particle
categories are SILT and CLAY. Silt particles are
not visible to the naked eye, ranging between 5/100
and 2/1000 of a millimeter in size. They do not feel
gritty between the fingers. Silt particles tend to settle
out in water slightly slower that sand. Particles less
than 2/1000 of a millimeter in size are called clay.
Clay particles tend to stay suspended in water much
longer that silt or sand and feel slimy between the
fingers.
Soils are classified by what percentage of
each particle they contain. The accompanying soil
triangle helps to define the categories. The soil triangle was first used by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in the 1930s and has since been adopted internationally. The defined size of the three
particles varies slightly from one country to another, but the basic system is uniform. The names
of the twelve categories are self-explanatory. We know that the best soils for agriculture are loams.
Loam is the dirt-colored pentagon below the center of the triangle. Note that soils near the center
of the loam area have 40% sand, 40% silt and 20% clay. That means that soils need all three categories to support agriculture effectively, but less clay than sand or silt. Sand allows air, water and
nutrients to travel freely through soil so plants have access to them. Silt slows the movement so
plants can take them up more easily. Clay tends to stop movement of air, water and nutrients and
in addition attracts nutrient particles, especially phosphorus, and holds them so tightly that plants
can’t take them up easily. Excess clay makes soils more acid; excess sand makes it more alkaline.
Most plants grow best if the pH is slightly on the acid side, about 6.5 where 7.0 is neutral, higher is
alkaline and lower is acidic. Most Rhododendrons like the soil to be a bit more acidic, closer to 5.5.
Back to sand. Not all sands are created equal. Sand particles do much more than facilitate drainage. They often contain important plant nutrients. The green sand that we sometimes
add to our soils is a good example. It contains significant amounts of potassium, one of the three
primary plant nutrients. Most of us think of sand as the stuff from which glass is made. That’s
accurate for many of the sands on continents that are derived from quartz. If you’ve been to Hawaii recently and wiggled your toes in the fine, warm sand you realize that most tropical sands are
much finer and whiter than sands around here. That’s because most sands in the tropics are derived from the shells and skeletons of ocean-dwelling critters. They are organic sands.

Eureka Chapter Projects and People

Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society
2050 Irving Drive
Eureka, CA 95503-7022
Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthly
except during July, August and November.
Submissions from members are encouraged and
should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor,
by email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net
Membership information and applications are available from Ellen Gill. Htg1anderg@suddenlink.net
Eureka Chapter is a member of the Humboldt
Botanical Gardens, Eureka, CA and The Rhododendron Species Botanical, Federal Way, WA.
Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rhododendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.

www.EurekaRhody.org

Future Programs
March 28, 2019
April 25, 2019
April 26, 27, 28, 2019
May 23, 2019
June 2, 2019

Exploring Soils
James Cassiday
Gardens of Seattle
Don Wallace
Rhododendron Show and Sale
Member’s Mini Show, Let us See Your Bloomers
Members’ Garden Tour and Potluck Picnic

The little white clouds are racing over the sky,
And the fields are strewn with the gold of the flower of March,
The daffodil breaks under foot, and the tasseled larch
Sways and swings as the thrush goes hurrying by.
–Oscar Wilde (1854–1900)

Rhododendron ‘Patriot’s Dream’

‘Devon Red’ daffodils in the Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden at Humboldt Botanical
Garden

Azaleadendron ‘Hardijzer’s
Beauty’ , Photo by Don Wallace

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members

For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7PM, call or email June Walsh 707-443-0604

