
American Rhododendron Society 

October 2021 Appalachian Spring  

The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society will  meet on Thursday,  
October 28, 2021 . The meeting and program will be held via Zoom, see above for the 
Zoom link. 
 
 Dennis Bottemiller will be our Eureka Chapter speaker October 28th. He will come to 

us via Zoom as he and wife, Tekla, have several home restoration projects to do in the home 

they are caretaking before the winter comes inside to live with them. 

 Dennis is the Curator of  the Rutherford Conservatory at the Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden (RSBG) and formerly the Nursery Manager/Propagator. He has been with 
the garden nearly 30 years and these positions have given him rich opportunity to explore 
plants in garden settings and in the wild from the islands and coastal regions of  the west coast 
to the inland and alpine regions of  the Rockies and beyond, wherever interesting plants can be 
found.  He has enjoyed hiking and photographing plants in all situations and loves to share the 
experiences from these excursions. He is a frequent presenter at Chapter meetings and Con-
ventions and always has an interesting program. 
 

  Dennis says of  his program, 
“Appalachian Spring – In the Spring of  2016 
myself  and two staff  members travelled to 
Williamsburg VA to attend the Annual meeting 
of  the American Rhododendron Society and 
took the opportunity to extend the trip and 
botanize along the Blue Ridge parkway and 
Shenandoah National Park.  The travelogue 
begins in Washington DC and continues 
through some of  the public and private gar-
dens toured with the ARS group then off  on 
our own for three glorious days of  botanizing 
the wild mountain plants in the Spring.  Lots 
of  plant, garden and travel photos”. 

October 28, 2021 The meeting will begin at 7:00 sharp, so please 
be sure to join the meeting no later than 6:55 p.m.   
You may also log in at 6:30 to chat and make sure your link works. 
To join the Zoom meeting click this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/99120170578 

Meeting ID: 991 2017 0578 
Mobile +16699009128,,99120170578#  

https://zoom.us/j/99120170578


Plant of the Month 
By Don Wallace 

 
Rhododendron decorum ssp. diapreppes 
‘Gargantua’   A short time ago Rhododendron 
diapreppes was a distinct species, but then it was 
re-categorized as Rhododendron decorum ssp. di-
apreppes. Nevertheless, there is one form in this 
group that is known as ‘Gargantua’ and it is 
spectacular! The plant grows large, up to 12 
feet tall, has thick stems, big roundish leaves, 
and super FRAGRANT flowers. When you 
first see the flowers, you will notice that they 
have very thick petals that are very frilly. No 
doubt the truss is an award winner, then add in 
the fragrance and you have a rhododendron 
that all will want. It is, unfortunately, hard to 
propagate, so will be hard to come by. Being a 
tetraploid genetically has caused it to have the 
robust stature and is also used to test new hy-

brid rhododendrons for polyploidy. One more feature this plant has is a late in the year bloom, 
usually in July or August, extending the rhododendron bloom in any collection.  

Fall is Membership Renewal Time 
...Renewing,  Joining or Re-joining time if  you are a lapsed member. 

If  you are a renewing member you will  have received with your September newsletter a 
self-addressed  STAMPED envelope to enclose your membership payment. Our Member-
ship Chief  is Ellen Gill, who will need your encouragement to complete her work on your 

behalf.  
 
NEW MEMBERS GET A FREE PLANT, too! If  you receive this newsletter by email and 
are not a member, please consider JOINING the Eureka Chapter of  the American Rho-
dodendron Society today. I have included a membership application form for you, just 
click the link below.  
 
The Chapter still has a few plants left from the Spring sale at $7 each, a lifetime gift for 
your family and friends. 

  
Become a member ON LINE, for NEW members only. 
https://eurekarhody.org/membership/   

https://eurekarhody.org/membership/


Word of  the Month– Locule & Dehiscence 
By Bruce Palmer 

 
 This month we get a twofer.  These two botanical terms are so intertwined in Rhododendron terminology 
that it is impractical to separate them, so we will consider them together.  At this time of year our rhodies have lost 
their trusses and are forming seed pods.  If we do not deadhead the spent trusses, and if there has been pollination, 
the seed pods will mature and open to disperse seeds.  That is about to happen now.  The ovary of a flowering 
plant forms as a fruit (not always juicy) and is often divided into sections called LOCULES.  The cross-section of 
an orange shown below illustrates LOCULES.  LOCULE is derived from the Latin loculus, a place or a container. 

When the seeds mature, the fruit dries up and the seeds are  
released.  This process is called DEHISCENCE.  DEHISCE is 
from the Latin dehiscere, to split open.  Plants with juicy fruits  
typically do not dehisce but depend on decay or edibility for  
dispersal.  Such plants are termed INDEHISCENT.   
DEHISCENT plants do not have juicy fruits and disperse their 
seeds in different ways as their fruits dry out. Forget-me-nots have 
beautiful small delphinium blue flowers but when they dehisce, 
their locules are covered with small spines that stick to everything 
including clothing; they are designed to stick to mammal hair and 
get distributed by hitchhiking.  Plants that use ballistic dehis-
cence have a part of the locule that becomes a spring as it dries 
out and can throw its seeds some distance from the mother plant. 

The Sandbox Tree (Hura crepitans) takes the gold medal here. Native to tropical America, the Sandbox tree has seed 
pods that resemble a small, 3 inch diameter, pumpkin. In Victorian times it was cultivated in Hawai’i and other 
tropical areas for its fruits to be used as sand containers for blotting ink.  The tree is often called the Dynamite Tree 
because it makes a very loud noise as it throws its seeds up to the length of a football field.  
  
 So how does all this relate to Rhododendrons?  Fruits that are 
dry dehisce in various ways.  Poppy pods are a familiar example.  Some-

times called “pepper pots”, poppy 
pods dehisce through pores at 
the tops of the pods.  This is 
called Poricidal Dehiscence.  
When the wind blows some of the 
tiny seeds drop out.  This is not a 
very efficient way to spread seeds 
over a wide area.  Rhododendron 
dehiscence is not terribly effi-
cient either but is much better 
than poppies.  Rhodies use  
Loculicidal Dehiscence to dis-
tribute their seeds.  When Rhodo-
dendron seeds are ripe the locules 
in the seed pod separate at the central seams and the seams break open ex-
posing the seeds to the wind.  Rhododendron seeds are quite small and have 
wings at each end.  The size and the wings help distribute the seeds over 
greater distances than poppy seeds.  So, while Loculicidal Dehiscence is 

not highly efficient, it works satisfactorily for distribution of seeds in the genus Rhododendron.   
Thus we have our twofer Word of the Month.     
 

ORANGE SECTION SHOWING 
LOCULES 

POPPY PODS SHOWING 
PORICIDAL DEHISCENCE 

R. macrophyllum PODS 
SHOWING  

LOCULICIDAL  
DEHISCENCE 



Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away; 
Lengthen night and shorten day; 
Every leaf speaks bliss to me 
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 
I shall smile when wreaths of snow 
Blossom where the rose should grow; 
I shall sing when night’s decay 
Ushers in a drearier day. 
–Emily Brontë (1818–48)  

Remembering William Troiano 
Long-time Eureka Chapter member Bill Troiano 
passed away October 2 in Eureka. Bill was always 
ready to help polish the Chapter’s perpetual tro-
phies and work as a clerk at the annual plant sales. 
His cheerful smile and gentle demeanor helped his 
fellow members and newcomers feel welcome at 
any event he attended. In 2016 the chapter recog-
nized his contributions to the chapter by honoring 
him with the Bronze medal. Below is his medal cita-
tion. 

May 26, 2016 - William Troiano 

You joined the Eureka Chapter more than eleven years ago.  
You volunteered to clean and polish the twenty-two trophies 
awarded at the annual Flower Show.  You have performed that 
service every year since, in addition to serving each year as a 
cashier at the show.  Without your long-term efforts, the show 
would not succeed.  The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society is proud to present the Bronze 
Medal to William Troiano 26 May 2016.  

We will remember Bill with happy thoughts of  his time with us. Bill will be sorely missed. 

 

The trees are in their autumn beauty,  

The woodland paths are dry,  

Under the October twilight the water  

Mirrors a still sky. 

–William Butler Yeats (1865–1939)  

 
In the Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden at Humboldt 
Botanical Garden the fall colors are bright and vivid. This pho-
to is of  the Exbury azalea ‘Canon’s Double’ which is brilliant 
orange in spring bloom. After its leaves fall it shows its stately 
tan limbs through the winter. 



December 2, 2021 the meeting will begin at 7:00 sharp, so please be 
sure to join  the meeting no later than 6:55 p.m.   
You may also log in at 6:30 to chat and make sure your link works. 
To Join The Zoom Meeting click this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/99120170578 

Meeting ID: 991 2017 0578 
Mobile +16699009128,,99120170578#  

RHODODENDRON HONOREES- 
WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

 The Eureka Chapter will welcome long-time member Bruce Palmer on De-

cember 2nd via Zoom. Bruce’s program is titled “What’s in a name?”. 

 Bruce Palmer began his career as a science and math teacher at Ferndale 
High School in Humboldt County California in 1960.  In 1968, he had the oppor-
tunity to start the biology program at the University of  Hawai’i’s new Maui Com-
munity College.  Bruce taught lower division biology courses there for 25 years, 
retiring in 1993 as Chief  Academic Officer (Dean of  Instruction) of  the college.  
Bruce and Nelda moved back to Humboldt County at that time.  Since Bruce’s re-
tirement, he has remained active in his field by volunteering at the Humboldt Bo-
tanical Garden, being an active member of  the Eureka Chapter of  the American 
Rhododendron Society, and by writing a column on biological terms for the Eure-
ka Chapter’s monthly newsletter and  “Word” articles for the Journal of  the American 
Rhododendron Society.  Bruce was the recipient of  the University of  Hawai’i Regents’ 
Medal for Excellence in Education in 1975 and the American Rhododendron So-
ciety’s Gold Medal in 2015. 
 Bruce’s talk explores some of  the people for whom species rhododendrons 

are named.  The talk begins with an explanation of  some of  the rules governing 

scientific names of  plants, including how names are Latinized if  a plant species is 

named for a person.  Following that, a named Rhododendron is chosen from each 

letter of  the alphabet.  If  that letter has an honoree, the person is described.  An 

example is Rhododendron aberconwayi, named for Henry McClaren, second Baron 

Aberconway.  Lord Aberconway was a rhododendron and magnolia breeder at 

Bodnant Garden in Wales and a sponsor of  the famous plant collector George 

Forrest.  If  there is no honoree for a letter, something else about a rhodie with a 

species name beginning with 

that letter is described.  The title 

of  the talk paraphrases Juliet be-

moaning the fact she and Ro-

meo cannot marry : “What’s in a 

name?  A Rhododendron by any 

other name would look as neat.”                                                                    

Rhododendron  aberconwayi 

https://zoom.us/j/99120170578


Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society 
2050 Irving Drive 
Eureka, CA  95503-7022 

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members  
For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are 
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7PM all members are welcome, call or email June Walsh 707-
443-0604 

Future Programs 
Until the Eureka Chapter is ready to welcome its members and guests back to the Eureka 
Woman’s Club for in-person meetings, we will to continue to Zoom meetings and post 
the programs on the web at www.EurekaRhody.org. 
The Eureka Chapter Telephone-tree callers will be on the phone to keep you up-to-date 
with anything new. Tell them thank you for their calls! 
 

ZOOM Programs 
October 28, 2021 Dennis Bottemiller, Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden, 
    Appalachian Spring  
December 2, 2021 Bruce Palmer, “What’s in a name?” 
January 27, 2022  Bill McNamara, Botanical Travels 
February 24, 2022 Kristian Theqvist, Gardens of  Finland 
March 24, 2022  Kathy Lintault, Growing Camellias 
April 28, 2022  Presentation to be announced 
April 29 to May 1, 2022  Rhododendron Show and Sale, Pending 
May 26, 2022  Mini Show, Pending 
June 5, 2022  Members’ Gardens Tour and Bring-your-own-Picnic 
   
All programs subject to change 

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthly 

except during July,  August and November. 
  
Submissions from members are encouraged and 
should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor, 

by email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net 
Membership information and applications are avail-
able from Ellen Gill. Htg1anderg@suddenlink.net 
  
Eureka Chapter is a member of the Humboldt 
Botanical Gardens, Eureka, CA and The Rhodo-
dendron Species Botanical, Federal Way, WA. 

  
Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rho-
dodendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organi-
zation. 

www.EurekaRhody.org 

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this publi-
cation provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.
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