AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

Eureka Chapter

The next meeting
Thursday March 24th, 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. sharp, so please be sure to join
the meeting no later than 6:55 p.m.
You may also log in at 6:30 p.m. to chat and make sure your link
works.

To join the Zoom meeting click this link:

March 2022 |Came11ias: Beautiful and Versatile

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on Thursday,
March 24, 2022. The meeting and program will be held via Zoom, see above for the

Zoom link for the program beginning at 7:00 p.m..

After having lived in Southern California for 25 years, Kathy Lintault found it exciting to start garden-
ing Pacific Northwest-style after moving with her husband Roger to McMinnville, Oregon, in 2000. Rhodo-
dendrons, camellias, Japanese maples, and bamboo grow throughout the woodland area of their 3.5-acre gar-
den, while a heath and heather slope, xeriscape gravel garden, long perennial and shrub border, and vegetable
terrace are happy under the sun. Kathy and Roger are members of the Portland, Willamette, and Scottish
Chapters of the ARS. Kathy is a past president of the Oregon Camellia Society and edits its website as well as
the Willamette Chapter ARS website. Traveling often throughout Europe, Asia, and North America refreshes
their gardening ideas.

Camellias light up the garden throughout the year—that’s four seasons of bloom to bring a smile to
your face. Its flowers are so varied, from simple to the baroque, that they’ll satisfy diverse personal tastes as
well fit into varied garden designs. Even out of flower, its elegant foliage reflects light in the garden, really
helpful in areas where dark skies and rain often cover the garden. Also, its history is fascinating. It’s not only a
lovely ornamental that made its way from Asia to Europe and the United States, but the dried leaves of Camsel-
lia sinensis are the source of tea, a beverage highly desired around the world. Kathy will fill you in on how the
camellia can become a beautiful and versatile partner in your landscape, show its flower forms and variations,
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| cloak and dagger
| about how the se-
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Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, [une Walsh, unless othenwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this
publication provided credit to the anthor and Chapter is given.




WORD OF THE MONTH: MUTATION
By Bruce Palmer

News flash: Not all mutations are random! This doesn’t sound like a big deal
| to the lay person but a reference sent to me recently by an M.D. friend in Sweden re-
cently will set genetics on its ear if it is supported by further research as all scientific
findings must be to be valid. Since the beginning of genetics as we know it in about
1910 (by Thomas Henry Morgan of Columbia University) it has been assumed that all
mutations (glitches in correctly copying the genetic code) are random. About half of
all mutations are harmless; most of the rest are harmful (causing a majority of miscar-
riages in humans). About one in 10,000 is useful and is carried down through the
generations.

Many of the genetic studies of
flowering plants have been carried
out using Arabidopsis thaliana, the
| Mouse Fared Cress. It’s a small
~ —— I member of the mustard family from
Arabidopsis thaliana the Near and Middle East but intro-
duced and growing as a weed world- |
wide. You may have seen it growing in cracks in the sidewalks, a '
tiny mustard with white flowers, about ten inches tall. The reason
this plant is used in botanical research is because all of its genetic
information (genome) is contained in just 5 sets of chromosomes.
For comparison, Rhododendrons have 13 sets, Buttercups have
12 and potatoes have 48. All sorts of information about flowering Arabidopsis thaliana
plants has been ac- Rhododendron ‘Fastuosum Flore Pleno’
quired from studies
| of this plant, including how flowers and leaves develop, how dam-
aged DNA gets repaired and how plants interact with pathogens.
Recent studies with the Mouse Eared Cress show that the most im-
portant genes are protected from mutation and thus not all muta-
tions are random.
All of this is not highly interesting to rhody fanciers, but one catego-
ry of mutation definitely is: Agamous Mutation. As flowers devel-
op, some parts may mutate to produce unusual structures. These
structures are not sex cells (gametes) and are thus called agamous.
Probably the best known agamous mutation is the feature where
roses have multiple petals instead of the original five. Most of our
Rhododendrons don’t have more than five petals, but some do. One
Rosebud “Hose-in Hose” of the earliest hybrids (1846), Rhododendron ‘Fastuosum Flore

Azalea Pleno’, that many of us have in our gardens is a good example. Rho-
dies typically have no or a very reduced calyx and only five petals.
Not so for this hybrid. The purple flowers have multiple petals originally produced by agamous mutation and
perpetuated in the nursery trade. Most of the azaleas in the floral industry also have multiple petaled flowers, often
called “hose-in-hose”.

So, while the concept that mutations are not entirely random may not set the horticultural world on
its ear and the Mouse Eared Cress may not look like much, it is still true that our appreciation of floral beauty de-
pends heavily on our exploitation of mutations that produce unexpected beauty. As the blooming season begins,
let’s enjoy our rhododendron gardens again this year knowing that their beauty and uniqueness derives in great
part from knowledge about mutations.




Himalayan Blueberry Jam
By June Walsh

As Curators (a fancy title for “weeders-in-charge”) of the Humboldt Botanical Garden
Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden, Tim and 1, along with a wonderful team of volun-
teers, we call the Wild Weeders and Grateful Deadheaders, care for many extraordinary plants.
Among them are Vaccinium and Gaultheria from the Himalaya and China. These plants are Erica-
ceous (erd kaSHas ) so are related to Rhododendrons.

Examples of ericaceous trees and shrubs include: Azaleas & Rhododendrons, Bearberries
(Arctostaphylos), Blueberries & Cranberries (Vaccinium), Heather & Heaths (Calluna & Erica), Pi-
eris, Strawberry tree (Arbutus).

Of special interest to me are the plants that make fruit that people might want to eat. I
am a University of California Extension Master Food Preserver as well as a Master Gardener, so
I am always looking for new and different food plants to preserve. Two large graceful berry pro-
ducing plants related to our own Gaultheria shallon &V accininm deliciosum are Gaunltheria pseudonoto-
blis & Vaccinium ganltheriifolinm. In the garden Gaultheria psendonotoblis & Vaccinium ganltheriifolinm
look similar but close inspection shows bristling red hairs on the Gaultheria where there are no
hairs on the Vaccinium. Both flower profusely with small reddish or pinkish bells all along the
stem and produce blueberries large enough to harvest. The fruits are edible though virtually un-
known and the plant is extremely rare in cultivation. The berries are edible but NOT tasty to eat
out-of-hand, having a strong tannic taste and being filled with tiny gritty seeds.

Before I committed to making jam I checked with Steve Hootman, Executive Director
and Curator of the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden, where these plants came from, to
verify their safe consumption. What most people do not know about Steve is that he is a world
traveled Foodie as well as a Plant Hunter! I used a blueberry jam recipe to make jam from the
berries of both plants. Using a steam juicer rendered a beautiful deep purple-red juice. I used
my food mill to separate the seeds and skin from the pulp to make jam to the delight of every-
one who has gotten a taste. Not many people can say that they have had such exotic jam.

Vaccinium
Zaulthe-
riifolium at

Humboldt
Botanical
Garden



https://www.thespruce.com/growing-the-bearberry-home-garden-3269198
https://www.thespruce.com/growing-blueberries-1401960
https://www.thespruce.com/strawberry-tree-arbutus-unedo-3269240

Plant of the Month
By Don Wallace

Rhododendron cinnabarinum
ssp. xanthocodon Concatenans
group. Here 1s a very unique
M rhododendron that we can
b crow here in Humboldt
County. Because it is tender,
it would not survive in cold-
er climates, but our coastal
temperatures would allow it
to thrive. The plant has
small, rounded leaves that,

(_oncatenans Group when first out, are quite blue
in color. This
attribute alone would be enough to make it a desirable addition to any garden, but then the
tflowers are a peachy-yellow color and are the bell-like clusters, adding to its loveliness. The
plant will be only 18 inches tall and 2-3 feet wide in 10 years.

C;E Redwood Sorrel (Oxalis oregana ), the sham-

) g8 rock of the redwood forest grows happily in the
Moss Family Temperate Garden at Humboldt Bo-
tanical Garden. It requires cool and shady condi-
tions and makes a lovely ground cover where its
needs can be met. Native plant nurseries and soci-
eties often have plants for sale. Do not collect

proper permissions.

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/
oxalis oregana.shtml

Again rejoicing Nature sees

Her robe assume its vernal hues,
Her leafy locks wave in the breeze,
Al freshly steep'd in morning dews.
—Robert Burns (1759—-96)

Photo: Gaultheria leucocarpa var. yunnanensis, BIG name for a
lovely plant at Humboldt Botanical Garden



https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/oxalis_oregana.shtml
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/oxalis_oregana.shtml

Pre Spring beauty in the Moss Family Temperate
Woodland Garden at Humboldt Botanical Garden.
Come visit and sit on the Eureka Chapter’s bench.
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Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society
2050 Irving Drive
Eureka, CA 95503-7022

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthly
except during July, August and November.

Submissions from members are encouraged and
should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor,
by email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net
Membership information and applications are avail-
able from Ellen Gill. Htglanderg(@suddenlink.net

Eureka Chapter is a member of the Humboldt
Botanical Gardens, Eureka, CA and The Rhodo-
dendron Species Botanical, Federal Way, WA.

Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rho-
dodendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organi-
zation.

www.EurekaRhody.org

Future Programs
The Eureka Chapter is ready to welcome its members and guests back to the Eureka
Woman’s Club for in-person meetings. We hope to continue to Zoom meetings and post
the programs on the web at www. EurekaRhody.org.
The Eureka Chapter Telephone-tree callers will be on the phone to keep you up-to-date
with anything new. Tell them thank you for their calls!

ZOOM Programs
March 24, 2022 Kathy Lintault, Camellias: Beautiful and Versatile
April 28, 2022 Don Wallace, Fancy and Fragrant Rhododendrons

April 29 to May 1, 2022 Rhododendron Show and Sale, Postponed for another year
May 206, 2022 Mini Show, Pending

June 5, 2022 Members’ Gardens Tour and Bring-your-own-Picnic
All programs subject to change

Plant Sale going on now!
Call or Email Tim or June Walsh, then come SHOP till you drop! Many of
the Rhodos are coming into bloom now shop eatly for the best selection.
The prices are so great you will be able to get plants for all your neighbors,
too. Email Rhodyhostel@suddenlink.net or call 707-498-2337

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members
For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7PM all members are welcome, call or email June Walsh 707-
498-2337 or RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net



mailto:RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net
mailto:Htg1anderg@suddenlink.net
http://www.EurekaRhody.org

