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April 2024 Mark Akimoff fi lllahe Rare Plants

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on
Thursday, April 25, 2024T he meeting and program wil |
Club, 1531 J Street in Eureka beginning at 7:00 p.m.

We will be returning to our very popular prgrogram No Host Dinner. Plan
to meet at Gallagher's Irish Pub at 1604 4th Street in Eureka at 5:15 p.m. Your reservat
is required by Tuesday 23rd. Please call Lynne Sarty 73621796 to reserve your seat!

Mark Akimoff will be our guest speaker, his early interest in plants was fostered b
ing summers with his grandparents who both had indelible green thumbs with a beautif
and fruit orchard. Having grown up in a horticultural family, Mark started working with p
young age as a nursery hand for his uncle who grew palm trees for the landscape indu
Kauai. Mark would go on to study biotechnology at Montana State University until he dé
move back to Oregon to study horticulture at Oregon State University. In 2001, Mark gr
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Horticulture Science.

After graduating from OSU, Mark was hired as the propagator for the legendary R
Berry Botanic Garden where he mentored
legends. Mark would go on to have a successfeaRbareer as a professional horticulturist

spanned large scale wetlands, riparian and environmental restol
| projects for government, estate gardening and groundskeeping
ing horticulture at the community college.

Whil e Mar kds personal I nt e
has al ways been a specialty,
passion for rock gardens and alpine plants often has him explor
the high country for wildflowers. In the gardens at lllahe Rare PI
(o&#Hded) Mark trials dryland
plants to better help gardeners create a garden that is able to th
_‘changing climat®lark will have some his special and rare plants
. for sale.Check out the lllahe plant catalogug
8 https://lwww.illaherareplants.com/catalog

cation provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.
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Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission ifstlgiﬁaptftﬂi{o rep



https://www.illaherareplants.com/catalog

Eureka Chapter Life Member Evo Fanucchi
2024 Rhododendron Parade Grand Marshal

Evo Fanucchi (Born in 1920, yes 104 years young) began working at the age of 14 delive
newspapers in Old Town Eureka and started
WWI | Evo served in the U.S. Navy. Royds CI 1
his wife Catherine operating the restaurant initially with his brother Roy and then together since
Roy's Club, under Evo and his wife Catherine's management, thrived as a hub for the communi
Evo and Catherine welcomed many Eureka Chaptereoeet i ng di nner s t o R
years.

Now, as the Grand Marshal for the April 27, 2024 Rhododendron Parade, Evo Fanucchi
stands at the forefront, leading the procession through the streets of Eureka. The parade's thel
"the Roaring Twenties" serves as a fitting tribute to Evo's roots and the era that shaped his earl

year s. Evods role as the Gr and -ddsarved lioaol fora f
man who has dedicated a lifetime to the betterment of Old Town Eureka.
Edi tords not e: Il n 1984 Catherine Fanucch

American Rhododendron Society. She served as treasurer for many years. Evo and Catherine
the Eureka Chapter in 2022.

Evo and Catherine in fron
of the now

/':" Cobonet R Clubin Old Town Eureka

| Suuadpren at 2nd (Two Street) and C
| ;.,"-:#‘f;,’e_.'-tt Street.
B

|
—H

{ ¥ e
Volunteers needed! Eureka Chapter will have a one day plant sale
on Saturday April 27th during the Rhododendron Festival.
Help is needed to unload and set up plants for sale, clerks for sales,

plant helpers, clean up crew after sale. Say yes if Ibby calls you. Or
even better email Ibby ibbygerner@gmail.com or June at 707-498-2337.
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g Rhododenddobh o d e r i K
Georged is hug
& enormous fragrant trusses

of white kissed with pink.

It blooms in April and will

grow to be @ ft. tall in 10
years. Great for screens and
hedges. You will find
OLoder i King G
=8¢ " many older landscapes in

£ the Pacific northwest and it

@ continues to be one of our

§§ most requested plants each
year for its size, fragrance

and hardiness.

This variety is becoming rare in the trade because it is notoriously difficult to root by cut
tings. Fortunately for modern science, we were able to procure some by tissue culture. It may
a few years to start blooming, but once it does, stand back, as it is a fast grower that gets big
variety is one of the O6super fragranto ki
you are next to it. If you have the room, plant it close to your outdoor deck, or other place yoL

frequent, to enjoy the fragrance.
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Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society

2050 Irving Drive, Eureka CA 95503022

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthlyf
except during July, August and November.

s L
Submissions from members are encouraged antl

should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor}}€
emailRhodyHostel@suddenlink.net

Membership information and applications are av{ia
ble from Ellen Gillthody4er mail.com

Eureka Chapter is a member of khenboldt
Botanical Gardens Eureka, CA antihe Rhodo-
dendron Species BotanicaGarden, Federal Way|
WA.

dendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organizgtion.

www.EurekaRhody.org

. . umfa Chapter
Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rhpd@menican Readodendron society

o

2024
April 25

May 23
June 2

July and August

Mark Akimoff

Me mber s o
Me mber s o
Weed, Water, and Wander

Future Programs

lllahe Rare Plants, Alpines of
New Zealand
MiLet Us S8ehYouww Bloomers!
and Picpic

Garden Tour

Sept 26 Molly Barker Mendocino Coast Botanical Garden
Al'l programs subject to change. what An
I Help wanted! 1
Your newsletter editor has held this job since 2003 anq
|NEEDS to pass the torch.
I If you are interested in becoming the vital link to Eurekli
Rhody members by being the newsletter editor, please call JLfle
I 707-498-2337 or emaiRhodyHostel@suddenlink.net I
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Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members

For board member contact information or if you are interested i
attending a board meeting which are held the first Wednesday ¢f
the month at 7 p.m. all members are welcome, call or email Jurje
Walsh 7074982337RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net
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