AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

EFEureka Chapter

The next meeting, IN-PERSON!
Thursday February 22, 7:00 p.m.
Eureka Woman’s Club, 1531 J Street, Eureka CA

February 2024 The Second Golden Age of Plant Hunting

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on
Thursday, February 22, 2024 . The meeting and program will be held at the Eureka
Woman’s Club, 1531 J Street in Eureka beginning at 7:00 PM.

Steve Hootman is the Executive Director & Curator of the Rhododendron Species Bo-
tanical Garden in Federal Way, Washington where he has worked since 1992. He has participat-
ed in or led over twenty expeditions into the remote regions of the world looking for rare and
new taxa of rhododendrons and other plants and is considered one of the world authorities on
the genus Rhododendron. He is also an active collector, authority and promoter of related Erica-
ceae including genera such as Vaccinium, Agapetes and Gaunltheria.

The title of Steve’s program is: The Second Golden Age of Plant Hunting; New introduc-
tions of Rhododendron species since 1980.

Steve has given the Eureka Chapter many programs through the years, he has been a

mentor to Humboldt Botanical Garden curators and given HBG many tender rhododendrons
and companion plants to grow in the garden. These are plants that will not grow for very many
years through the occasional freeze at the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in Federal
Way but thrive in our cool summer and moderate winter climate. Many of these plants have to
be grown in RSBG’s Rutherford Conservatory. Steve gave HBG Magnolia rostrata, a very rare
tree that flowered for the first time in 2023 since being planted from a 1-gal pot in 2014, as
well as several Rbododendron species Nova that came with an accession number in 2015 and which

was named Rhododendron mechukea in 2020.
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Plant of the Month
Rhododendron ‘Black Widow’
By Don Wallace

This new hybrid rhododendron is
causing quite a stir in circles of collectors, as it
has a flower that is as close to “black™ as we
have seen so far. Also, to add even more in-
terest, the stamens are white against the black
petals.

This unique plant was created by Roy
e Thompson, of Waldport Oregon, by first
crossing the dark purple flowered Rhododendron
M ‘Trank Galsworthy’ with Rhododendron ‘Leo’,

N with its rich, dark-red flower. He called this
hybrid ‘Gal-Leo’. He then crossed this plant
with the maroon-flowered Rhododendron
‘Warlock’. In order to increase his chances
and get a ‘black’ flower, he planted out several hundred seedlings of this cross. The best one in the field was
named ‘Black Widow’, and truly lives up to its name.

The foliage and habit of the plant are quite good too, making it even more valuable. If you long to have
one of these plants in your garden, come to our February meeting and you may end up walking out with onel

Margaret Cole

Awarded Bronze Medal

Since joining the Eureka Chap-
ter in 2009 you have actively partici-
pated in Chapter activities by super-
vising and setting up the May Mini
Show, participating in making the
Show arrangements displays and
judging and serving on the Board of
Directors.

In 2017 you invited and host-
ed Dr Steve Sillett as keynote speaker
at the international American Rhodo-

dendron convention held in Eureka.

The Eureka Chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society is
proud to present the Bronze Medal to

Margaret Cole

this 25th day of January 2024.




WORD OF THE MONTH: HYBRID
By Bruce Palmer, reprinted from January 2015 Eunreka Chapter Newsletter
Bruce was awarded the American Rhododendron Society’s Gold Medal in 2015 for his many years of writing the Word articles for the
Journal. Your editor will be reprinting the Word contributions that Bruce has written for the Eureka Chapter’s newsletter.

Don Wallace suggested the word HYBRID (Latin hybrida, otfspring of mixed parentage)
for this month’s newsletter because he heard recently that there are about 20,000 rhodie hybrids,
far more than the previous estimate of 12,000*. That’s probably accurate, given that rhododen-
drons seem to cross with each other more readily than most other plants. Rather than detail how
hybridizing is done, I thought I would redo a handout I used a few years ago in a chapter work-
shop. If you are not experienced with rhodies or plant names here a few clues as to how to tell
whether you have a species or a hybrid.

WHAT IS A SPECIES?

Species [Latin, species, a shape, kind or quality] is used to describe organisms and is both sin-
gular and plural. (Specie means coins as distinct from paper money and does not refer to living
organisms). Plants are placed in the same species if they are similar, interbreed freely in nature
and usually do not interbreed in the wild with other similar groups. It’s a pretty loose definition
and leads to confusion and arguments among biologists but tends to work for identification pur-
poses.

WHAT IS A HYBRID?

Hybrids are plants that have been interbred (usually artificially) from parents of two differ-
ent species or hybrids. Hybrids are found in nature but are uncommon. At chapter meetings Don
Wallace has demonstrated several times how to create hybrid rhododendrons.

HOW CAN YOU TELL IF A PLANT IS A SPECIES OR A HYBRID?
1. If you know its name:
It’s a species if:
The single (species) name after Rhododendron is lower case and italicized, as in Rbododendron an-
gustinii.
The name is Latinized, ending in —ii, -anum, -ense,etc
Somebody who should know told you.
It’s a hybrid if:
The name(s) (one to three names) after the word Rhododendron are not italicized and are capital-
ized and in single quotes as in Rhododendron ‘Nancy Evans’.
The names after Rhododendron are not Latinized, except for very old hybrids such as Rhodo-
dendron McNabii, Rhododendron Fragrantisimum and Rbododendron Forsterianum.
Somebody who should know tells you.
2. If you don’t know its name:
Experience
Instinct
Wiait until it blooms and identify it or ask someone who might be able to do so for you.

* According to Rhodyman.net there are 1,200+ rhododendron species, 14,298 rbododendron hybrids, 12,989 Azalea hybrids and
680 vireya rhododendron hybrids



Hybrid: Rhododendron ‘Point Defiance’ left

Species: Rhododendron cinnabarinum ssp. xanthocodon

( formerly Rhododendron concatenans) above

Don Wallace’s pictures

You may read more about hybrid crosses made with
Rhododendron lindleyi and Rhododendron nuttallii at the
ARS Journal archive at Virginia Tech.

§ been used by many hybridizers to make some of our

most magnificent large, waxy, fragrant blooms.

Rhododendron ‘Patricia Marie’ by Dr Hal Braafladt of
Eureka

Rhododendron ‘Mi Amor’ by Maury Sumner
in the San Francisco Bay Area

Those of us who live in Northern Califor-
nia with some cool coastal weather influ-
ence can grow these magnificent hybrids
without doing anything special. They will
grow to be big plants with lovely red scaly

R. ‘Mi/Amior’ at Humboldt Botanical Garden

p bark.



https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v43n3/v43n3-blake.htm
https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v43n3/v43n3-blake.htm

Editor’s note: If you
have never been to an
American Rhododendron
Society Convention here
is a great opportunity to
attend. Tim and | have
attended many conven-
tions and conferences
since 1991. We have made
lifelong friends, we have
seen many public and pri-
vate gardens and learned
about Rhododendrons in
their native habitats as
well as cultivated gar-
dens.

SAVE THE DATE !
ARS 2024 Spring Convention

Bellingham, Washington
May 2-5. 2024

For more info Visit https//wwwar 57.07.4’.Ol'9/
Four Points by Sheraton, Bellingham

Hotel and Conference Center
714 Lakeway Drive, Bellingham, WA, USA, 98229
Phone: +1 360-671-1011

Highlights:
Pre-Tour: May 1: Private Gardens around Seattle
Convention: Tours * Seminars * Workshops *Banquets

Post-Tour: May 5: Gardens around Vancouver, Canada

Time to check your Passport!

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless othenwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this publi-
cation provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.




Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society

2050 Irving Drive, Eureka CA 95503-7022

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthly
except during July, August and November.

Submissions from members are encouraged and
should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor, by

email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net

Membership information and applications are availa-

ble from Ellen Gill. thodv4erg@gmail.com

Eureka Chapter is a member of the Humboldt
Botanical Gardens, Eurcka, CA and The Rhodo-
dendron Species Botanical Garden, Federal Way,
WA.

Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.

www.FurekaRhody.org

2024

Future Programs

The Eureka Chapter is ready to welcome its members and guests back to the Eureka Woman’s
Club for in-person meetings. The Eureka Chapter Telephone-tree callers will be on the phone to keep
you up-to-date with anything new. Tell them thank you for their calls!

February 22 Steve Hootman Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden, The Second Golden Age of

Plant Hunting

March 28 Atsuko Gibson Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden, Propagating Rhodos and
Companion Plants

April 25 Mark Akimoff Illahe Rare Plants, Chilean Andes
Plant Hunting

May 23 Members’ Mini Show Let Us See Your Bloomers!

June 2 Members’ Garden Tour and Picnic

July and August Weed, Water, and Wander

Sept 26 Molly Barker Mendocino Coast Botanical Garden

All programs subject to change...what in life isn’t?

443-0604

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members

For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. all members are welcome, call or email June Walsh 707-



mailto:RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net
mailto:rhody4erg@gmail.com
http://www.EurekaRhody.org

