AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

FEureka Chapter

Pre-Meeting No Host Dinner The next meeting

5:15 p.m.

g Thursday March 28
Gallagher’s Irish Pub
7:00 p.m.
1604 4th St. Eureka

Eureka Woman’s Club,
1531 J Street, Eureka CA

Call Lynne, 707-362-1796

Reservation required so there will
be enough seating

| March 2024 | | Atsuko Gibson, Propagating at RSBG |

The Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society will meet on Thurs-
day, March 28, 2024 . The meeting and program will be held at the Eureka Woman’s
Club, 1531 J Street in Eureka beginning at 7:00 P.M.

We will be returning to our very popular pre-program No Host Dinner. We will meet
at Gallahger’s Irish Pub at 1604 4th Street in Eureka at 5:15 p.m. Your reservation is re-
quired by Tuesday 26th. Please call Lynne Sarty 707-362-1796 to reserve your seat!

Atsuko Gibson is returning to the Eureka Chapter for one of her very fine programs, also,
see Page 2 for a program that she will give at Humboldt Botanical Garden on rhododendron
: conservancy, March 30t at 10:00 a.m.

Atsuko is the Nursery Manager/ Assistant Curator at the
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden. Originally from Ja-
pan, Atsuko has a degree in horticulture from the University of
Arkansas and has interned at the Royal Botanic Garden Edin-
burgh. She propagates species thododendrons from seeds, cut-
tings, and grafts while managing the 2-acre nursery. At RSBG
they grow species rhododendrons and rare companion plants
for the living collection as well as plant materials to be offered
through the biannual distribution catalogs and are shipped all
over the country, even overseas!

Learn the why, what, and how of Atsuko’s propaga-
tion process! She has been with the RSBG since 2010.

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, [une Walsh, unless othenwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this publi-
cation provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.




Atsuko Gibson Education Series Speaker at Humboldt Botanical Garden
Date: March 30 at 10:00 a.m.
Registration Required hbgf@hbgf.org or you may call 707-442-5139
Location: College of the Redwoods Humanities 110
Temperate Woodland Garden Tour to follow
Atsuko’s program will be the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden and its role in rhododen-

dron conservation.

The Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden is a unique institution, focusing its mission on a single genus
as a botanical garden. The organization may be small but has a big mission to achieve. The RSBG has statf who
are passionate, knowledgeable, and devoted to the understanding of the genus rhododendron. Atsuko will intro-

duce you to the history, collection, and staff and the role they play in
. the rhododendron community.
59 The RSBG, founded in 1964, is a non-profit membership or-
= canization dedicated to the conservation, public display, and distribu-
4 tion of Rhbododendron species. Home to one of the largest collections of
4 species thododendrons in the world, the garden displays over 700 of

rope, and Asia, as well as the tropical regions of southeast Asia and
northern Australia.

The Rutherford Conservatory, at RSBG, has become a must-see
destination with the maturing tropical thododendrons and orchids.
Many of the plants that must live in the Conservatory in Federal Way,
WA have been shared with Humboldt Botanical Garden to be grown
outdoors in our Temperate Woodland Garden.

A Because of the destruction of Rhododendron habitat in many are-
B as of the world, conservation has become of primary importance in
recent years. This concern led to the formation of the RSBG and has guided
its activities.

Pictures provided by A. Gibson

The Vernal Equinox
Ah, spring! This season brings increasing daylight, warming temperatures,
and the rebirth of flora and fauna. Spring begins in the Northern Hemisphere on
March 19 at 11:06 p.m. EDT .

The word eguinox is derived from the Latin words meaning “equal night.”
The spring and fall equinoxes are the only dates with equal daylight and dark as the

Sun crosses the celestial equator. At the equinoxes, the tilt of Earth relative to the
Sun is zero, which means that Earth’s axis neither points toward nor away from the
Sun. (However, the tilt of Earth relative to its plane of orbit, called the ecliptic plane,

is always about 23.5 degrees.)

Gardening Lore

Cabbage seeds are often planted at the spring equinox, and old-time farmers
believed that to make them grow well, you needed to plant them while wearing your
nightclothes. (If you see your editor in her garden in her nightie you will know what
she is up to.)

From The Old Farmer’s Almanac




Mike McCullough has been a member of the

| De Anza Chapter of the American Rhododendron So-
| ciety, serving in many capacities. Mike has followed
in the footsteps of his mentors Dr Frank Mossman
and Britt Smith as Rhododendron occidentale plant
hunters. He has tracked down and catalogued the lo-
cations of Rhododendron occidentale from the moun-
tains of Southern California, the Sierra Nevada Moun-

tains, and the famous Northern California Stagecoach
Hill Azalea Reserve and on to Southern Oregon. He has shared his knowledge of the grow-
ing conditions required as well as seeds from his discoveries.

For these significant and lasting contributions to the knowledge of Rhododendron
occidentale, the American Rhododendron Society is proud to award the Silver Medal to
Mike McCullough January 16, 2024. (Mike has been an Associate member of the Eureka Chapter for
many years and has attended our tours and hikes at Stagecoach Hill and given us talks about R. occi-
dentale)

Wildflower Seed Packets

Important Information to Know

Are you thinking you would like more native plants in your garden? Tempted to
sprinkle packets of ‘wildflower’ mixtures? In 2002, to illustrate the danger of planting pack-
ets of seeds sold as ‘wildflower’ mixtures, the University of Washington conducted an ex-
periment on seed mixtures produced at, or distributed from, a variety of US and Canadian
sources. Researchers grew the 19 packets of wildflower mixtures and found that each con-
tained from three to 13 invasive species and eight had seeds from plants considered ‘noxious

weeds’ in at least one US state or Canadian province.

To further challenge the conscientious gardener, a third of the packets did not list
any contents and slightly more than a third had inaccurate lists. Only

five of the 19 packets correctly itemized the species content.

This is the root of all weevils!




Hospice of Humboldt — Project Leaders Charles Cunningham, Tim and June Walsh
3327 Timber Fall Court Eureka

https://www.hospiceofhumboldt.org/
Founded in 1978, Hospice of Humboldt is a stand-alone non-profit organization which
provides several services: hospice care, grief support services, and palliative care services.

In December 2018 the Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society and UC
Extension Master Gardeners planned, donated products and plants and planted the garden space
behind the Ida Emmerson Hospice House end-of-life inpatient care facility. The patients’ rooms
and patios look out onto this garden.

The gardens on the property are enjoyed

by patients and visitors, many neighborhood
and hospital/medical workers make this garden
part of their daily walk. The gardens are main-
¢ tained and cared for by volunteers from the
Eureka Chapter of the American Rhododen-
i dron Society, Eureka Sequoia Garden Club, the
Succulent Club and UC Extension Master Gar-
i deners. Teen/Adult Challenge workers are also
involved in maintenance.

As it becomes more established Hospice
hopes to increase its size.

Eureka Chapter Member Mary Gearbeart sent the
following message after a recent visit; March 14, 2024, 1 was at
the Hospice House today and Rodney couldn’t wait for me to see
8 he back where you guys with the Rhody crew have been planting
and maintaining and they should be proud because it is incredibly
attractive and will be more so as the seasons progress. Thanks so
B 77211ch) to your team! It will be a real win _for onr community.

P DecefriBéréQiSteplazfi‘tin d


https://www.hospiceofhumboldt.org/

President’s Message
Tim Walsh, Enreka Chapter President

It’s SPRINGTIME, possibly my favorite time of the yeat! For the past few months, I've
been sowing lots of seeds (way too many, I am sure); something about the time of year triggers
certain activities, which are probably passed down through our ancient ancestors I guess...

As a long-retired stockbroker, I had too many clients who “worked for the man” and never
developed a hobby. At retirement some of my clients died too young, and I attribute that, in part,
to the fact that they never developed a hobby or something that gave them something to look for-
ward to in the days, months and years ahead. Personally, rhododendrons, and gardening in general,
found me! Instead of trying to figure out how to just “make it through tomorrow,” my hobby of
starting seeds, reviewing garden plans, visiting gardening websites and learning about plants are
things I find absolutely fascinating, giving a reason to keep living and progressing!

Our gardens are just now starting to wake up and give us ideas about how to make things
better. In the rhodie world, our area here around Humboldt Bay is truly Rhododendron Central!
We can grow the “very tender” rhodies, like the tropical Vireyas, the “tender” species and hybrids
like the Arboreums and Maddeniis as well as the “Rock Hard” rhodies that “survive” in the central
and east parts of the U.S.

Your chapter has just received a new order of our most popular rhododendrons from Log
Cabin Nursery. If you have not yet received your free plant for renewing your ARS membership,
you now have an opportunity to choose from several of the local favorites like ‘Nancy Evans’,
‘Blue Baron’ and ‘Rubicon’. If you’ve already received your “freebie” we have new plants for sale
at only $12 each as one of your membership benefits.

You soon have an opportunity to hear from a world-class propagator at our regular chapter
meeting on Thursday, March 28%. Atsuko Gibson will talk propagation and you will love her
presentation, even if you are not “into” making more plants for yourself or your friends and fami-
ly! Atsuko gave a talk at the Fall convention in Florence, Oregon a few months ago and newcom-
ers and old-timers alike were inspired by her presentation! Atsuko will also be giving a presenta-
tion of Humboldt Botanical Garden on Saturday March 30th about the critical role that the Rho-
dodendron Species Botanical Garden serves in preserving and conserving rhododendron species
in the garden and in the wild.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Dear March—Come in—
How glad I am—

I hoped for you before—
Put down your Hat—
You must have walked—
How out of Breath you

are—
-Emily Dickinson (1830-86)

Magnolia denudata at HU@ ' BBianical Garden, March 2024




Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society

2050 Irving Drive, Eureka CA 95503-7022

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthly
except during July, August and November.

Submissions from members are encouraged and
should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor, by

email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net

Membership information and applications are availa-

ble from Ellen Gill. thodv4erg@gmail.com

Eureka Chapter is a member of the Humboldt
Botanical Gardens, Eurcka, CA and The Rhodo-
dendron Species Botanical Garden, Federal Way,
WA.

Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.

www.FurekaRhody.org

2024

Future Programs

March 28 Atsuko Gibson Rhododendron Species Botanical

Garden, Propagating Rhodos and
Companion Plants

March 30 Atsuko Gibson Role of Rhododendron Species

Botanical Garden in Rhododendron
Conservation (Hosted at Humboldt
Botanical Garden, see page 2 for details)

April 25 Mark Akimoff Illahe Rare Plants, Chilean Andes
Plant Hunting

May 23 Members’ Mini Show Let Us See Your Bloomers!

June 2 Members’ Garden Tour and Picnic

July and August Weed, Water, and Wander

Sept 26 Molly Barker Mendocino Coast Botanical Garden

All programs subject to change...what in life isn’t?

443-0604

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members

For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. all members are welcome, call or email June Walsh 707-
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http://www.EurekaRhody.org

