
American Rhododendron Society 

The next meeting, Thursday October 24 , 7:00 P.M. 

Woman’s  Club 

1531 J Street, Eureka CA 

October 2024 Camping Through Cornwall with Dennis Bottemiller 

The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society will  meet on Thursday,  

October 24, 2024 . The meeting and program will be held at the Eureka Woman’s 

Club 1531 J Street in Eureka beginning at 7:00 P.M.  

Since our guest speaker, Dennis Bottemiller, was last with us in October 2022 he 

has continued his retirement as Chief-Propagator at the Rhododendron Species 

Botanical Garden by volunteering to Curate the RSBG’s Rutherford Conservatory 

and managing the construction of  2 new greenhouses.  

Dennis says of  his program Camping Through Cornwall, and Other Delights 
of  Southern England ; “ In April of  2023 my wife Tekla and I embarked on a 

tour inspired by an invitation from our friend and garden colleague Lionel De 

Rothschild who hosted our stay in London and at Exbury Garden.  Then we con-

tinued our tour by campervan along the Southern English coast through the fa-

mous garden region of  Cornwall. In three weeks, we toured nine different gardens 

as well as interesting towns, castles and cathedrals plus we happened to be there 

during the Coronation of  King Charles which was an experience unto itself. This is 

a travelogue full of  pictures from many well-known gardens and some you may not 

have heard of  that 

are well worth visit-

ing.” 

Come travel along 

with Dennis and 

Tekla as they ex-

plore Cornwall. 

Submitted photos. 



Plant of  the Month:  

Rhododendron ‘Graziella’  

By Don Wallace 

A rare, dwarf  and obscure form or hybrid of  Rhododendron 
ponticum that has narrow, spiky star-like clusters of  
leaves...giving it a ‘look’. The flowers are pink/lavender 
and cover the plant in May. Because it has R. ponticum in 
its genetics, it is quite tough and will grow with little care. 
Hardy to zone 6. Hybridized by Nomblot-Bruneau and 
registered in 1909, it is also thought to be a hybrid be-
tween R. ponticum x R. roxianum. It has foliage that is simi-
lar to this plant, but R. ‘Graziella’ will be much less fussy, 
and easier to grow than the species R. roxianum. 

Free Plants for Members 

Member’s dues renewal  

entitles you to a free 

plant. Check 

www.EurekaRhody.org   

for a list of  the plants  

available and place your  

order. First ordered, first 

filled. Each selection has a 

limited number of  plants 

available so don’t dawdle.  

You may also come to the 

Rhody Hostel to choose 

your free plant. Call to make 

an appointment 707-443-

0604 

http://www.EurekaRhody.org


Word of  the Month– Revolute 

By Bruce Palmer 

 The cold season is upon us.  We rarely get 

seriously freezing weather, but the leaves of  some 

of  our rhodies are beginning to curl at the edges 

and droop.  What’s going on – are they dying?  No, 

they will be fine come spring.  Those with Revo-

lute leaves are putting up their defenses against 

winter temperatures. Revolute derives from the 

Latin revolvere, to roll back.  If  you cut a rhododen-

dron leaf  bud in half  the chances are good that 

you will find immature leaves rolled up tightly with 

their edges curled outward.   

 Revolute leaves are a characteristic of  elepi-

dote rhododendrons, those without scales on the undersides of  their leaves. Most forms and hy-

brids of  Rhododendron yakushimanum, commonly known as “Yaks”, show revolute leaves clearly.   

 If  the leaves in the buds are curled inward instead of  outward (see the illustration left), the 

rhodie is a lepidote and has very small scales on the undersides of  the leaves; its leaves are Invo-

lute (Latin: involverre, to roll in).  This is not a frivolous distinction; 

there are so many rhododendron species that taxonomists use it to 

distinguish otherwise similar species.  Normally in our area the distinc-

tion is not very important, but when we get a really cold winter, as we 

did in the early 1990s, the lepidotes, most of  which are wonderfully 

fragrant, are toast.  They have no curling defense against the cold and 

the leaves die.  In Federal Way, Washington the Rhododendron Spe-

cies Botanical Garden is not able to grow the fragrant rhodies 

outside, so they ship some tender specimens to  the Humboldt 

Botanical Garden where they thrive and give us an impressive, 

fragrant display in early spring.  If  you haven’t done so in the 

past, plan to visit the Humboldt Botanical Garden adjacent to 

College of  the Redwoods in March or early April to enjoy the 

large collection of  fragrant rhododendrons.  Meanwhile, if  you 

have a rhodie whose leaves are curled up this winter, don’t assume the plant has succumbed to a 

fungal infection.  Wait until spring and see if  the plant comes out of  it and is actually quite healthy.  

This winter, until most of  our rhodies bloom, let’s enjoy their leaves, whether they are revolute or 

involute in their tightly closed buds.    

R. ‘SILVER SKIES’ SHOWING REVOLUTE LEAF EDGES 



HBG Temperate Woodland Gar-

den 2006 

HBG Temperate Woodland  

garden from same view 2024. 

 

Below, Ellen Gill, Jan and Lily 

the Wild Weeders, Grateful 

Deadheaders volunteers. 

Magnolia sprengeri ‘Diva’ fall 

fruit. 



The Eureka Chapter held an election of  Officers and Board members at the 

September meeting. This team does all the tasks that keep Eureka Rhody 

running smoothly and for your benefit. You may tell any of  these folks of  

concerns, ideas for programs...or just say thank you! 

Executive Committee 

President Steve Lemke   Past President Tim Walsh 

Vice President Steve Durham  Treasurer  Jeff  Clark 

Secretary Gail Ledbetter 

Directors-at-Large 

Charles Cunningham (Hospitality) Beth Powell 

Ellen Gill (Membership)   Ibby Gerner (Volunteers) 

Wyatt Ledbetter (WEB)   Ann Wieland (Show) 

Lynne Sarty (Show)    Don Wallace (Programs) 

Committee members, not board members 

Darci Short (WEB, Social Media) June Walsh (Newsletter) 

Cathy Bonser (WEB, Social Media) 

If  you would like contact information for any of  these team members call or 

email June Walsh 707-443-0604 RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net  

  

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Per-
mission is granted to reprint any portion of this publication provided credit to the au-
thor and Chapter is given.



Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society 

2050 Irving Drive, Eureka CA 95503-7022 

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members  

For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are 

held the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. all members are welcome, call or email June Walsh 707-

498-2337 RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net  

Future Programs 

October  24, 2024  Dennis Bottemiller, Camping through Cornwall and other  

    Delights of  South England 

November   No meeting, enjoy the company of  your Friends and Family 

December 5, 2024  Holiday Potluck and Rhodo 101, Don Wallace 

January 23, 2025  Steve Hootman, ‘On the Hunt’, for more great plants 

February 27, 2025  To Be Announced 

March 27, 2025  To Be Announced 

April 24, 2025  To Be Announced 

April 26, 2025  Eureka Rhody Plant Sale 

May 2-3, 2025  Humboldt Botanical Garden, Plant Sale 

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is published monthly 

except during July,  August and November. 

Submissions from members are encouraged and 

should be sent to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor, by 

email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net 

Membership information and applications are availa-

ble from Ellen Gill. rhody4erg@gmail.com  

Eureka Chapter is a member of  the Humboldt 

Botanical Gardens, Eureka, CA and The Rhodo-

dendron Species Botanical Garden, Federal Way, 

WA.  

Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the American Rhodo-

dendron Society a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. 

www.EurekaRhody.org   

“I cannot endure to waste anything so precious as autumnal sunshine by   
staying in the house.” Nathaniel Hawthorne  
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